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NEW DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT

The American Legion, Department of Wisconsin
2930 American Legion Drive
Portage, WI 53901

On behalf of The American Legion, Department of Wisconsin,
please welcome the next Department Adjutant (Executive Director), Nathan Gear.
Nathan grew up in the agricultural area of Hancock WI, located
in Waushara County. He worked
for local dairy farms and his
grandparent’s exotic game farm,
the What Next Place. Nathan
graduated from Tri-County High
School in Plainfield WI.
Nathan’s 26 years of military
service began in 1994 when he
enlisted in the Army as a Mechanized Infantryman, assigned to
HHC 1-5th MECH Infantry Battalion Ft. Hood TX. During this
time he deployed with Task Force
1-5 CAV, 2nd Brigade Combat

Team to Kuwait in response to operations that supported joint
Iraqi aggression and in support of service members, the WisconOperation Intrinsic Action earn- sin National Guard Counterdrug
ing the award of the Southwest Programs and Wisconsin DepartAsia Service Medal with Bronze ment of Justice, law-enforcement
Service Star during the Southwest agencies, Army Reserve Officer
Asia Cease Fire Campaign.
Training Corps (ROTC) and OfAfter separating from active ficer Candidate School (OCS)
duty, he joined the Wisconsin programs.
In 2016 he was selected for
Army National Guard’s 32nd
“Red Arrow” Infantry Brigade the Military Science Instruc(Mechanized) in 1998. Nathan tor position at UW-Madison
reclassifi ed as a Cannon Crew- Army ROTC. He also served as
member, in Charlie Battery 1st a Platoon Sergeant at the OffiBattalion 120th Field Artillery, cer Strength Training Company,
Stevens Point, WI and served in Pre-Cadet Course in Madison,
various Non-Commissioned Offi - Wisconsin, developing future
cer leadership positions. In 2003, Army Officers. He deployed to
he accepted an Active Guard Africa as a Team Leader to the
(Continued on Page 3)
Reserve position in Wisconsin
Army National Guard’s Recruiting and
Retention Battalion serving
in numerous
positions to
include
regional
and
national committee roles.
Beginning in
2009, Nathan
specialized in
Air Assault

|
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2020 NATIONAL LAW OFFICER
OF THE YEAR
We are proud
to
announce
that The American
Legion
Department
of Wisconsin
2019 Edward
J Ormsby Law
& Order Award
Winner Robert Berg Jr, of
the DeForest
Police Department, has been
selected as the 2020 National Law Officer of the Year.
Since the National Convention is cancelled, we will be
recognizing Sergeant Berg on
stage at the 2020 Celebration
of Freedom on September
12, 2020. Acting DeForest
Chief of Police, Christopher
Riedel, said in his letter of
recommendation for the Law
& Order Award, “During the
ten years that I have worked
with Bob, I believe that he
has exhibited the attributes
needed to receive this award.
Throughout his time at our
department, Bob has consis-

tently taken the
lead on projects and has,
on many occasions, been the
driving force on
needed change
within the agency. Bob has supervised the investigative unit
of the department since 2012
and has done an
admirable job in this role. Bob
requires very little direction
or supervision in his role because of his strong work ethic,
competence, and commitment
to the team. Bob has been
involved in many programs
within our agency focused on
community outreach, which
have included the Citizens
Police Academy, CSI in the
Park, and Coffee with a Cop.
Bob has also received numerous awards in relation to his
work on investigations with
our agency. In his pursuit of
self-improvement and higher
(Continued on Page 3)
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“Badger Legionnaire”
& “Wisconsin”
The Badger Legionnaire & Wisconsin are
the ofﬁcial publications of the Wisconsin
American Legion Family and are published
six times annually, by The American Legion,
Dept. of Wisconsin.
Post Master: Send address changes to
Badger Legionnaire and Wisconsin,
P.O. Box 388, Portage, WI 53901

“Badger Legionnaire”
The American Legion,
Department of Wisconsin
2930 American Legion Drive
P.O. Box 388 • Portage, WI 53901
Phone: (608) 745-1090
E-mail: badger@wilegion.org
Executive Editor
Jen Swenson
2019-20 Department Ofﬁcers
Department Commander
David Wischer
Department Vice Commanders
Greg Eirich
Jerry Lauby
Ray Pasbrig
Paul Beseler

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER
Hello Everyone,
Well here we
are
already
in June, and
dealing with
David Wischer
the Covid-19
Department
Commander
is starting to
get old. I hope everyone is healthy
and staying safe at home. These
are difficult times that we are currently having to deal with, but together, we will be okay.
Unfortunately, because of the
current health situation, the Department Executive Committee
voted to cancel the annual Department Convention. Because of that
decision all current Department
Officers will remain in office until
the conclusion of the 2021 Department Convention. All Committee
Chairmen and members will also
remain in place.

The biggest impact is on our
many Children and youth programs. The health and safety of
the participants and volunteers
is our main priority. While these
programs may be canceled for this
year, they will flourish in the future. Our Americanism programs
will continue to be a source of
information and participation for
the youth of our Nation.
CLOSED, and that is exactly
what Camp American Legion is,
CLOSED. While this may be hard
for some to understand, the entire
Camp is shut down, until further notice. No one is allowed on
Camp property except the Camp
Director and his family. No work
parties or Cabin rentals are allowed. Hopefully, conditions will
improve for this to change later
this year.
While this message is not filled

with much positive information, I
hope that it helps everyone understand that our work is never done
and continues as always.
The Headquarters Team, along
with our new incoming Department Adjutant Nathan Gear, will
continue their work that will provide us with the valuable information that we will need to complete
“Our Mission”.
Yes, these are difficult times, but as
we continue moving
forward let us not
forget our friends
and neighbors that
may be in need of
assistance in some
way. This is a great
opportunity for a
Buddy Check.
Yo u w i l l a l s o
be receiving yo u r

2020 Spring Sweepstakes in the
mail. Your donation to this sweepstakes will help support your
department and our programs.
Fellow members, yes this is a
difficult time, but we will come
out of this pandemic stronger
than ever.
We will move, Forward–Together

Adjutant
Nathan Gear
Interim Adjutant
Paul Fisk
Department Chaplain
Todd Fanta
Assistant Chaplain
John Gessner
Sergeant-At-Arms
Kendel Feilen
Jeremy Nordie
Service Ofﬁcer - James Fialkowski
NECman - Robert Shappell
Alternate NECman - Dale Oatman
Judge Advocate - Nicholas Lange
Department Historian - Jeff Antczak
District Commanders
1st – David Latimer
2nd – Julie Muhle
3rd – Keith Lovell
4th – Tim Baranzyk
5th – Craig Ellis
6th – Robert Borszich
7th – David Hale
8th – Jean Balz
9th – Jeffery Zwiers
10th – Harry Bauer
11th – Theodore Harvey
12th – Robert Stone
Change of Address & Other Information:

Subscribers: To report any upcoming changes
of address, please ask your Post Adjutant to ﬁll
out a Membership Data Form and forward it to
Wisconsin American Legion Headquarters. The
change of address form that will be completed
by the Post Adjutant should not be confused
with the change of address card ﬁlled out at the
Post Ofﬁce. Department ﬁnancial statements
are available to Legionnaires in good standing
upon written request through their District
Commanders.

“Wisconsin”
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Wisconsin
2930 American Legion Drive
P.O. Box 140 • Portage, WI 53901
Bonnie Dorniak, Editor
Joanie Dickerson, Department President
Bonnie Dorniak, Exec. Secretary/Treasurer
To change your address: Notify Unit Secretary
Unit Secretary: Notify Department
Headquarters on a Member Data Form
The “Wisconsin” deadline for copy is
4 weeks before publication date.

WDVA SECRETARY
I hope this
message finds
you and your
family
safe
and well. As
our
nation,
Mary M. Kolar
WDVA Secretary
and the world,
continues to battle COVID-19,
please know that, at the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA), we remain dedicated to maintaining our service
to our state’s veterans and their
families. From caring for members in the Wisconsin Veterans
Homes to providing necessary
support, resources and information about WDVA benefits and
services to making sure we continue to give our veterans a dignified resting place, we are still
fulfilling our mission each and
every day.
Providing a safe environment
for our veterans home members
and staff remains my top priority. Thankfully, at the time of
writing this column, we have had
zero cases of COVID-19 at our
Homes. We credit our wonderful
and dedicated staff, members,
and families for following the
protocols that we’ve implemented to help prevent the spread
of COVID-19. These protocols
include the difficult choice to
restrict visitors and volunteers
except in special circumstances; actively screening every
person who enters our facilities for COVID-19 symptoms;
daily screening of members for

COVID-19 symptoms; practicing
social distancing; renewed emphasis on routine environmental
cleaning and an increase in the
use of face coverings.
Without a COVID-19 vaccine
or treatment, prevention is our
primary tool to keep our members and our workforce safe. The
residents of our Homes, as with
any long-term care facility, are
especially vulnerable, and a contagious virus like COVID-19,
despite best efforts, could quickly infect members and staff. The
Safer at Home Order has helped
us to keep members and staff
well by helping our staff limit their exposure when they are
getting groceries, gas or other
necessities for their families.
The more we can all stay home
and social distance, the lower the
risk is to ourselves and to others,
including those in our veterans
homes.
WDVA staff have also worked
diligently to make sure our
state’s veterans maintain access
to the benefits they have earned
with their service. Each day we
process eligibility information
and answer questions about programs and services by phone
or online, through our Veterans
Benefits Resource Center. We
also worked with Governor Tony
Evers last month to suspended
several provisions of the Assistance to Needy Veterans Grant
program that would prevent or
delay payments to veterans who

have experienced a loss of in- as full military funeral honors.
come due to the COVID-19 pan- I look forward to the day our
demic. These changes will allow veterans homes are able to enjoy
more veterans access to emer- family visits and outings, the day
gency financial aid.
we can resume full operations at
In spite of the circumstances, our cemeteries, and the day we
we are still providing our vet- can once again meet face-to-face
erans a dignified resting place. regularly with our state’s veterFollowing the lead of the Na- ans. Until then, let’s continue to
tional Cemetery Administration, work together during this chalwe have temporarily discontin- lenging time. Please continue
ued committal services while to take care of yourselves and
continuing to allow families to your neighbors.
witness their loved ones’ interments. To ensure social distancing at the
cemetery, we
ask that there
be no more
than 10 family
members
at interments.
Attendees are
asked to view
the interment
from their cars
or the road
very near their
cars and wait
Shop on Amazon?
to approach the
burial site until
cemetery staff
Shop AmazonSmile and choose Wisconsin
has left the
area. We con- American Legion Foundation Inc or Badger
tinue to work Boys State Inc as your charity and Amazon
with families will send 0.5% of your purchases to us. Simto schedule future memorial ply go to smile.amazon.com and select your
and/or celebra- charity. Prices are the same. Just be sure
tion of life ser- to log into AmazonSmile each time you shop!
vices, as well
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SAL DETACHMENT
COMMANDER
As I write
this
article,
I can’t help
thinking how
Bob Sirovina, Jr
much
some
SAL Detachment
Commander
things
have
changed these past few months.
Not only have we learned several new words and terms,
like social distancing, safe-athome, self-quarantine, but we
have learned to have patience
as well. We’ve learned we can
work from home, video chat
with our families, watch a lot
of TV, play computer games,
go for walks, and pick up countless meals from our favorite
local restaurants.
As we learned to deal with our
new and strange circumstances, many of our members have
been doing buddy checks, helping out elderly neighbors with
yard work, and doing what they
can to help our veterans during
this challenging time.
I do have some good news
to report! Operation A.L.F.
(American Legion Family) is
up and running. Our brand
new “Comfort puppy” has arrived! Our cute and cuddly pup

is ready whenever and wherever
the need arises to provide comfort to help children through
the challenges of a parent’s
deployment or their own hospitalization for major medical
issues. I am pleased to report
that the first A.L.F. pups were
deployed to two adorable children a few weeks ago when
their mom was being deployed.
Donations are always needed to
continue funding this great program so please consider adding
this project to your budget for
the coming year.
By now you know our state
and national conventions have
been cancelled for this year.
It was not an easy decision to
make, but under the circumstances it was the right choice.
Our officers and chairmen
have all agreed to stay on their
current positions through the
2021 convention.
Under normal circumstances I would be writing my last article
as your Detachment
Commander, but like
everything else, that
has changed too.

I do want to thank all our
members for their outstanding work this year. As I traveled the state, I saw first-hand
what our dedicated members
accomplished and how they
worked tirelessly to help our
veterans and our communities.
When the time comes to have
meetings again, we will celebrate and acknowledge your
accomplishments.
Although it is not something I
planned, I am honored to serve
as your Detachment Commander for the coming year.
I look forward to attending
your events and meeting more
of our members. We have been
through a lot these past months
but soon we will get back
to our SAL business, stronger
and more determined than ever
to advocate for our veterans,
assist our active duty military and their families, and be
visible in our communities.

tor Course through the University
of Louisville’s College of Education & Human Development and
U.S. Army Cadet Command, FT.
Knox, KY.
Nathan currently lives in Madison, Wisconsin with his significant
other, Ryell, and their four children:
Paisley, Jaxson, Karsen, and Kaitlyn.
Nathan states, “The American
Legion is one of the most highly
reputable and valuable veteran organizations in our nation. I have
witnessed first-hand the importance of and impact this organi-

(Continued from Page 1)

learning, Bob recently graduated from the prestigious
FBI National Academy which
required him to devote ten
weeks away from his family
and job duties. His attendance
and graduation from this program will undoubtedly allow
him to better serve those he
supervises and those in the
community he serves.”
A direct result and impact
of Detective Sgt Robert J.
Berg, and his exceptionally
meritorious conduct in the
performance of outstanding
law enforcement protection
services and achievements
while serving the citizens of
the Village of DeForest, the
Wisconsin military service
member, veteran and their
families, the Olson-Grinde
American Legion Post 348,
bestowed the great honor of
The American Legion Medal
of Merit (Gold) on February
19, 2019. Having been identified as a, “top one-percent”
law enforcement leader in the
nation, by the Federal Bureau

of Investigation there is no
better candidate for the Edward J. Ormsby Law and Order Award, and American Legion Law Enforcement of the
Year Award. This well-versed
sworn law enforcement officer
has greatly exceeded duty expectations, and demonstrated
a distinct blueprint of community service coupled with
recurring outstanding professional development. Not only
his heroic acts, but his academic achievement and above
and beyond the call of duty
accomplishments have not
only saved lives and high value equipment, they have forever created a lasting legacy for
other law enforcement professionals to emulate. His keen
sense of responsibility reflects
great credit upon himself, the
Village of DeForest and the
state of Wisconsin, and is in
keeping with the highest esteem, ideals, and traditions of
The American Legion.
Congratulations Lieutenant
Berg!

2020 MIDWINTER
SWEEPSTAKES WINNER

NEW DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT (Continued from Page 1)
island of Madagascar in 2017, to
conduct joint training and humanitarian missions with the Malagasy
military.
Nathan holds several leadership
certifications and academic degrees that include: Associates of
Science in Computer Information
Systems-Programmer/Analyst
from Mid-State Technical College, Stevens Point, WI; Bachelor
of Arts in Business Management
and Communication from Concordia University, Mequon, WI;
completion of the Master Educa-

2020 NATIONAL LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR

zation has on local communities,
state, and country. As the next Department Adjutant, I am honored
and blessed to continue serving
the Legion Wisconsin programs,
traditions, and veterans. I look
forward to working with fellow
Legionnaires and leading the professional Headquarters, Veteran
Service Office and Camp American Legion teams into the next
centennial. I will continue to drive
forward the Mission of Improving
the Lives of Every Wisconsin Veteran and Their Families.”

Our $10,000 2020 Midwinter Sweepstakes winner is David Kelsner. David
served from 1972 – 1976 in the US Airforce as a Sergeant at Udorn Airforce Base in North Eastern Thailand.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

WISCONSIN AMERICAN LEGION
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SEASON 2020 UPDATE ~ RESILIENCE IS OUR WATCHWORD

“Surround yourself with
good people and they will
lift you up!”
OUR MISSION
Helping To Heal - those
who served, continue to serve,
and their families, through
Wisconsin’s Northwoods
Experience
OUR VISION
Giving Wisconsin
Veterans the pathway
to quality of life
OUR VALUES
Honor and Stewardship

It is in times when we face loss
and confront challenges that we
realize what we are made of. Our
life experiences have taught us that
Resilience must be our watchword.
In these times it is important for us
to recognize that we share a unique
bond with each other. Although we
may not be physically together, this
bond serves as a reminder that we
are not alone, it keeps us moving
forward and it gives us hope. The
past few months may have rocked us
back, but we are not defeated! As I
write this article I find myself thinking of fellow Veterans and their
families, my brothers and sisters
that I served with, my friends and
neighbors and our entire Wisconsin
American Legion Family. We hope
that you are all safe and well.
On May 9, 2020, due to the overwhelming health and safety concerns for all of our guests and staff,
The Department of Wisconsin
American Legion Leadership had
to make the very difficult decision
to close Camp American Legion for
2020 season. As someone who was
part of the very in-depth discussions,

I can tell you the decision to close
Camp was not taken light-ly. In the
end, the focus was on the safety and
wellbeing of our guests and staff.
This focus has been and always will
be first and foremost in all of our
decisions. After all, the Mission of
Camp is “Helping To Heal”.
The Department of Wisconsin
American Legion takes great pride
in operating Camp Ameri-can Legion since 1925. For the past 85
years, thousands of Wisconsin Veterans and their families have found
peace and healing through Camp.
That is not over! We are already
plan-ning the way forward. We are
implementing changes to adjust
and adapt to new and higher standards of operating to ensure the upmost safety practices are in-place
for our reopening in 2021. We feel
confident that these changes will
improve and enhance the healing
experience for everyone involved
with Camp. These changes will
in-volve additional training for our
staff, new processes for cleaning,
food service operations, and recreation activities. Of course, this

American Legion Family Cabin

will involve a greater investment
in time and re-sources. Therefore,
now more than ever, we need your
continued support. We ask you all
to share our story, our mission, vision and values with your friends,
neighbors and communities across
the state of Wisconsin. In the days,
weeks and months ahead we will be
sharing pro-gress updates on our
projects and our future operations.
We will continue to communicate
via Facebook, our website, media
outlets and the Badger Legionnaire.

We are excited for you all to see the
progress on the American Legion
Family Cabin, the Main Lodge
Kitchen Renova-tion project, The
Veteran Resource Center and more.
Staying connected with us is
easy…Follow us Facebook or
checkout our website at www.campamericanlegion.org. Also, please
remember to reach out out to your
fellow Veterans and let them know
that they are not alone.
We wish you all blessed and safe
summer.

To learn more about the mission of Camp American Legion or to get involved with answering the call, visit CampAmericanLegion.org or �ind us on Facebook.
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AMERICANISM AND GOVERNMENT
2020 SCHOLARSHIP RESULTS
BREAKDOWN OF AWARDS
Thirty-three (33) scholarships to be awarded:
Eleven (11) $250 to sophomores
Eleven (11) $300 to juniors
Eleven (11) $750 to seniors
A total of 1,869 students registered for the
exam, which was open from March 9, 2020
through April 3, 2020. Of these 1,869, 102
scored either a zero (0) or did not register a
score at all, bringing the total reviewable exams
to 1,767 *.

*2,875 students participate in 2019, 2,628 in 2018

Breakdown by District:
First: 352
Second: 348
Third: 147
Fourth: 103
Fifth: 0 (Fourth and Fifth Districts are combined)
Sixth: 125
Seventh: 80
Eight: 152
Ninth: 137
Tenth: 215
Eleventh: 87
Twelfth: 123
274 Schools were represented
16 students indicated they are home-schooled

WINNERS BY DISTRICTS
First District:
Alexander Zoemer
Sr. • Indian Trails Academy
Tyler Jordan
Jr. • Oconomowoc High School
Owen Lofy
Soph. • Oconomowoc High School

Eighth District:
Jacob Nelson
Clinton Tompkins
Hayley Moore

Second District:
Brelynn Bille
Brenen Skalitzky
Everett Poth

Sr. • Waupun High School
Jr. • Waterloo High School
Soph. • Sheboygan Lutheran HS

Ninth District:
Howie Gerstner
Sr. • Notre Dame Academy
Adam Bauman
Jr. • Peshtigo High School
Aleksandr Kralovec Soph.•West DePere High School

Third District:
Jacob Sherer
Rachel Gammon
Kelly Gaffney

Sr. • Platteville High School
Jr. • Sun Prairie High School
Soph. • Barneveld High School

Tenth District:
John Flynn
Sr. • Ellsworth High School
Jasmine Prokott Jr. • Eau Claire North High School
Henry Pike
Soph. • Cameron High School

Fourth District:
Miles King
Sr. • Wauwatosa East High School
Spencer Barribeau
Jr. • Oak Creek High School
Elizabeth Ratajczyk
Soph. • Whitefish Bay HS

Eleventh District:
Kallisa Charlson
Sr. • Ashland High School
Nina Starynski
Jr. • Lakeland Union High School
Alexis Kasper Soph. • Northland Pines High School

Sixth District:
Aaron Pederson
Olivia Stellpflug
Christian Grunert

Twelfth District:
Elaine Lahti
Oscar Lahti
Brooke Lebal

Sr. • Manitowoc Lincoln HS
Jr. • Oshkosh West High School
Soph. • Ripon High School

Seventh District:
Mary Rocha
Sr. • Reedsburg High School
Evan Baines
Jr. • La Crosse Central High School
Anna Langeberg
Soph. • Baraboo High School

Sr. • DC Everest High School
Jr. • Marshfield High School
Soph. • Wautoma High School

Sr. • Frederic High School
Jr. • Frederic High School
Soph. • Flambeau High School

Cancellation of 2020 American
Legion Baseball - Wisconsin
May 9, 2020
The American Legion Department of Wisconsin has canceled its
programming of American Legion
Baseball within the state for the
2020 season.
The recommendation was made
by the Wisconsin American Legion
Baseball Association (WALBA)
Board of Directors on a video conference May 6. The Department Executive Committee then made the
final decision on May 9. It marks
the first time since 1927 the Department of Wisconsin will not
crown an American Legion Baseball champion.
A total of 24 other states have canceled its American Legion
Baseball program for 2020 as of May.
“Everyone involved in our program hoped to have American
Legion Baseball in 2020, but this was a necessary decision,”
Wisconsin American Legion Baseball Commissioner Roger
Mathison said. “There were a number of factors that the board
took under consideration, primarily the health of players,
coaches, umpires, parents, fans and volunteers involved in the
program.” Facility availability, travel concerns and the uncertainty on when sporting events will be allowed in Wisconsin
contributed to the decision.
“We fully expect to have our program return in 2021 and be
played at a high level.”
A total of 217 teams participated in Wisconsin’s American
Legion Baseball program in 2019, making it the fourth-largest program in the country. Wisconsin trailed only Minnesota (366 teams), Nebraska (271 teams) and Pennsylvania (253
teams) in the number of registered teams last year.
The Wisconsin American Legion Baseball All-Star Game
scheduled for August 9 at Miller Park in Milwaukee has also
been canceled.
State tournaments in 2020 were scheduled for Sheboygan
(Class AAA), Fort Atkinson (Class AA), Viroqua (Class A),
Plover (17-Under) and Lomira-Theresa (16-Under).

AMERICAN LEGION � DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN � CANCELLATIONS/CHANGES AS OF MAY 25, 2020
• Legion College Courses in Little Chute- Postponed at
this time
• 3rd District Spring Conference- CANCELLED
• 6th District Spring Conference- CANCELLED
• 7th District Spring Conference- Moved to June 6th
• 8th District Spring Conference- Moved to June 20th
• 9th District Spring Conference- Postponed at this time
• Legion Baseball- CANCELLED
• National Oratorical Finals- CANCELLED
• National Junior Shooting Sports competition- CANCELLED
• National Boys Nation- CANCELLED

• Badger Girls State - CANCELLED
• Badger Boys State - CANCELLED
• Wisconsin American Legion Law Enforcement Career
Academy - CANCELLED
• National Veterans Golden Age Games scheduled for June
22-27, 2020 - CANCELLED
• The awarding of American Legion Baseball scholarships and Samsung American Legion Scholarships for
2020 have also been completely suspended (Samsung
American Legion Scholarships awarded in years prior to
2020 will continue to be paid out to students upon their
requests to receive their funds).

• Per Resolution #3- Cancellation of the 2020 National
Convention and awarding of National Convention 2026,
passed unanimously by the NEC, the 2020 National
Convention is cancelled. ATTN: District Commanders and
Adjutants. You recently received your National Convention
Pre-planning packet, please disregard.
• 2020 American Legion Legacy Run - CANCELLED
• All travel through September 30 has been cancelled for:
National Commander; NVCs; National officers; land national headquarters employees
• All Department Commander travels
have been suspended until
June 1, 2020.

Stay up-to-date with The American Legion changes at wilegion.org• Know the COVID-19 Facts! Check www.dhs.wisconsin.gov
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POST 555 FRITSCH PARADE

POST 47 FUNERAL HONORS

Members of Triple Nickel Post
555 of Sheboygan honored
WWII Veteran Edward Fritsch
on his 98th birthday by offering
a salute outside of his home
while participating in a birthday
parade with his family, friends
and the City of Sheboygan Fire
Department. Mr. Fritsch took
part in battles in Italy and was
awarded the Purple Heart for
his injuries received in combat.
Mr. Fritsch, a very dedicated
Packer fan, was inducted into
the Green Bay Packer Fan Hall
of Fame in 2013.
In Memory of Edward A. Fritsch
04/25/1922 – 05/03/2020

Portage Post 47 safety conducts funeral honors during the time of the
COVID-19 Pandemic.

POST 347 FOOD PANTRY DONATION

POST 360 MEMORIAL DAY DRIVE-THRU
American Legion Post 360 in
Waunakee hosted a free drive
thru for their members and
community to stop by and get
a hotdog, chips and a flag on
Memorial Day. Approximately
40 cars came through. This
was a way for them to also
check up on members and see
how they are doing. Pictured
is Past Commander Sandy
Johnson and Mary Acker,
spouse of Past Commander
Tom Acker. Also assisted by
members: Tom Acker, Sara
Essex, Betsy Mulcahy and
Commander Ed Lawson.

On April 15th, Post 347 Lomira donated $1000.00 each to Food Pantries in
Lomira and Campbellsport to help needful families during the COVID-19
pandemic. Pictured are (L to R) Gil Ahtonen (1st Vice Commander), Dick
Waechter (Adjutant/Finance Officer), Ralph Germain (Lomira Food Pantry
coordinator) and Darryn Laitinen (Post 347 Commander).

POST 243 AND CAMO QUILTS
MASK DONATIONS

Past National Commander Rohan and her husband Mike, along with Linda
Wieck and her husband 2nd District Vice-Commander DuWayne Wieck,
member of Plymouth Post 243 picked up 214 masks made by Camo Quilts.
Various Legion Family members from Post 243, cut fabric and assemble
kits to make masks. Once a week volunteers come individually 15 minutes
apart to remain safe, to drop off masks they have sewn and pick up more
kits. The WDVA has asked Camo Quilts to provide masks for the three VA
Homes in the State. They are providing about 1000 residents in the three
homes, King, Chippewa Falls, and Union Grove with masks and have already made over two thousand masks total for our community, veterans,
and active duty troops.
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SEPTEMBER 4 - 8, 2019

The dedication and hard our freedom, to honor those Never Forget Mobile Exhibit
work put into the 1st Annual who have and continue to will arrive with a grand escort.
VETERANS
FIELD
1100 Sq. Ft. Museum is
Celebration
of
Freedom serve,
and to teachMEMORIAL
each other This
raised over $40,000 for our about the (Fairgrounds)
importance of history of the events of 9/11
Programs and has won the LIT patriotism and freedom. This and the weeks and months that
WISCONSIN
followed. It is a tribute to our
Innovation Award, presented is a PORTAGE,
statewide community
to a department event showing event showcasing our shared Veterans19 and 1st responders
- 8, 20
R 4 who
SEPTEMBE
gave so much during the
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$20 Purchase Online https://
AB LE
OP PO RTU NIT IES AV AIL
OR
VE ND bit.ly/7BAKER

LEGION
WI AMERICAN
Powered by the
LEGION FAMILY
FOUNDATION &

Powered by the WI AMERICAN LEGION
FOUNDATION & LEGIONSP
FAMILY
ON SO RS HIP

&

$20 Purc
bit.ly/7BAKER

FOR INF ORM ATIO N VIS

Vendor Fair
Mobile Vet Center
Food & More!
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Headline Entertainment by
Madison County- an award
winning 7-piece county show
band based out of Madison.
Their rich harmonies and
strong instrumentals have

made them become an area
favorite with an incredible
fan base.
Afternoon Entertainments
by The Hounds- a new collaboration of musicians playing

70’s-90’s rock. They have been
part of various bands over
the past 30 years including
Under the Gun, Rowdy Prairie Dogs, Madison County,
and Quickshot.

Friday, September 11, 2020 ~ 5:00 PM
2020 Celebration of Freedom
Veterans Memorial Field ~ Portage, WI
ENTRY FORM
Name of Entrant:
Chili Name (optional):
Phone:

Email:

Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

The entry fee is $20.00 per chili recipe. Make checks payable to Wisconsin
American Legion Foundation or enter credit card information below.
Name on card:
Exp. Date:

Card #:
Code:
Mail or email to:
Wisconsin American Legion Foundation
Chili Cook Off
P.O. Box 388
Portage, WI 53901

NOTE: There will be a 1st place trophy for each of the following categories; Legion, Auxiliary,
SAL, Riders and 1st Responders. The winner will also receive 50% of the cash votes in their jar at
the end of the competition. Rules and event description will be emailed to all participants prior to
the event.
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Memorial Day 2020 looked quite different than most.
In lieu of parades and well-attended ceremonies, posts
across the state honored fallen in new ways. This year
there were Facebook Live videos, carry-out cookouts, virtual candlelight vigils and masked salutes. 2020 has
been a year requiring adaptability and The American
Legion has come through with shining colors.
American Legion National Commander James W.
“Bill” Oxford urged the public to honor the country’s
fallen military heroes at dusk on Memorial Day by
lighting candles of remembrance and placing them
on front porches. He asked that a red candle be lit to
remember those who shed their blood in combat and
made the ultimate sacriﬁce in defense of our country. A white candle can remind us all of the POWs
and MIAs who are not yet home from wartime service.
A blue candle can symbolize our eternal love of those
who did come home but have since left us. Any way
you choose, light a candle of remembrance, or three, for
the fallen to let the world know that Memorial Day matters deeply to The American Legion, even if ceremonies
and public observances are signiﬁcantly changed this
year. Search the hashtag #candlesofhonor on Facebook
to ﬁnd photos from across the nation.

Omro Post 243 gives traditional honors wearing masks and maintaining
social distancing on Memorial Day at the Omro Veterans Memorial.

Red, white, and blue candles of honor lit at The American
Legion Department of Wisconsin Headquarters.

Poynette American Legion Post 271 continue Memorial Day traditions at Veterans Memorial Park
and stream honors via Facebook Live.

Omro Post 243 at the Omro Veterans Memorial.

Neillsville Post 73 serves up a carryout cookout
on Memorial Day.
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Cancellation of 2020 American Legion
Convention in Appleton, Wisconsin
WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 1 of the
National Constitution of The American Legion provides that between National Conventions, the administrative power of The American Legion is vested in the National Executive
Committee; and
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 3 voted by the
National Executive Committee by unanimous
vote, titled “Cancellation of 2020 American
Legion Convention in Louisville, Kentucky
and Awarding of 2026 National Convention”
strongly urges all Departments to follow a
similar course of action, to- wit: (1) cancel
their 2020 conventions and elections; and (2)
maintain the status quo of their officers until
next year; and
WHEREAS, Article V of the Constitution
of The American Legion, Department of
Wisconsin, calls for an annual Department
Convention to conduct business of the Department. The Department Convention is to be
held at a time and place to be selected by the
Department Executive Committee upon recommendation of the Permanent Convention
and Activities Commission; and
WHEREAS, In addition to Department
Constitutions and Bylaws and amendments
thereto and the mandates of Department Conventions and Department Executive Committees, all Departments of The American Legion
are governed by the National Constitution and
Bylaws and amendments thereto and the mandates of the National Executive Committee
and Convention; and
WHEREAS, The United States of America
and the world in general are currently experiencing a pandemic associated with the spread
of Coronavirus (COVID–19) therefore causing communities, cities, states and the federal
government to enact unprecedented emergency actions in order to contain and combat the
impact and risks of spreading the COVID–19;
and
WHEREAS, Upon the recommendations
of the United States President, the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO) the emergency actions taken include, but are not limited to, restriction
of mass gathering sizes, restrictions on unnecessary travel, closure of restaurants and other
public gathering spaces, implementation of
“social distancing” guidelines and an overall
emphasis on personal hygiene and virus/germ
abatement actions; and
WHEREAS, Numerous departments of The
American Legion are contemplating the cancellation or postponement of their own Department Conventions, the primary purpose
of which is to conduct the business of the department and elect officers and elect/appoint
delegates to the national convention; and
WHEREAS, On March 12, 2020, Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers declared a state of
emergency pursuant to Executive Order #72;
and
WHEREAS, Under the authority of Section
252.02 of the Wisconsin Statutes, on March
24, 2020, Wisconsin Department of Health
Services Secretary-designee Andrea Palm issued Emergency Order #12, “Safer at Home,”
and on April 16, 2020, issued Emergency
Order #28, which extends most provisions of
Emergency Order #12 until May 26, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Under Emergency Order 12,
as modified and extended by Emergency
Order 28, in order to suppress the spread of
COVID-19, that all persons within the State
of Wisconsin are ordered to stay at home or
in their place of residence, and all public and
private gatherings of any number of people
occurring among persons not part of a single
household are prohibited, except for specified
limited purposes; and
WHEREAS, Under Emergency Order 12,
as modified and extended by Emergency Order 28, only “Essential Businesses and Operations” and “Minimum Basic Operations” are
permitted, such that, for most businesses, employees are not permitted to leave their homes
or places of residence except to the extent
that those workers are necessary to sustain
or protect life, to work in essential business
or operations, or to conduct minimum basic
operations; and
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Section 252.25 of
the Wisconsin Statutes, violations of Emergency Order 12, as modified and extended by
Emergency Order 28, are punishable by up to
30 days imprisonment, or up to a $250 fine,
or both; and
WHEREAS, The Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion states that we
will maintain law and order; and
WHEREAS, The COVID-19 pandemic is
being continuously monitored, and the need
for Emergency Orders is being continuously
evaluated, but at the present time, changes in
circumstances and the expiration of restrictions is unknown; and
WHEREAS, A gathering of the members
of The American Legion at the Department
Convention in Appleton, Wisconsin, would be
in conflict with the imposed restrictions set by
local, state and federal authorities and therefore place our members at an unnecessary
health, safety and medical risk; and
WHEREAS, The Department Executive
Committee finds that holding all of the meetings and general sessions of the convention,
with potentially hundreds of members attending and voting for Department officers, would
be extremely difficult to implement and control; and
WHEREAS, The Department Executive
Committee has thoroughly discussed the situation, weighed all options, and determined
that the course of action herein recommended is the correct and prudent course for The
American Legion, Department of Wisconsin
at this time; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, By the Department Executive Committee of The American Legion,
Department of Wisconsin that due to the uncertainty of the duration of the disease known
as Coronavirus (COVID-19), the numerous
government regulations being enforced to
contain it and concern for the safety of all
members of the American Legion Family, the
American Legion, Department of Wisconsin
Department Executive Committee agrees that
present circumstances constitute sufficient
reasons to cancel the 2020 American Legion
Department Convention; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That due to these serious and
sufficient reasons, the following American
Legion, Department of Wisconsin events in

AMERICAN LEGION MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY
OF PERSONNEL IN THE NEWLY CREATED
UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE
Per Title 36 of the US Code, Chapter
217, Section 21703,
An individual is eligible for membership in the corporation [The American
Legion] only if the individual—
(1) has served in the Armed Forces of—
(A) the United States at any time
during—
(i) the period from April 6, 1917,
through November 11, 1918; or
(ii) any time after December 7, 1941; or
(B) a government associated with the
United States during a period or time referred to in subclause (A) of this clause
and was a citizen of the United States
when the individual entered that service;
and
(2) was honorably discharged or separated from that service or continues to
serve honorably during or after that period or time.
The United States Space Force was created by the National Defense Authorization Act of 2020, signed by the President
on December 20, 2019. It became Public
Law No: 116-92,
Appleton, Wisconsin, are cancelled: (1) the
Pre-Convention Department Executive Committee meeting; (2) The American Legion,
Department of Wisconsin, 2020 Department
Convention scheduled for July 15 - 19, 2020;
(3) the Post-Convention Department Executive Committee meeting; and (4) all regular- scheduled department standing and convention committee meetings that would have
been held in Appleton, Wisconsin; and, be it
further
RESOLVED, That all department elected and appointed officers, to include but not
exclusive to, Commander, Vice Commanders, Chaplain, Assistant Chaplain, Historian,
Sergeants-at-Arms, and Judge Advocate, continue serving in their current positions until
the close of the next Department Convention
scheduled in Madison, WI from July 14 – 18,
2021; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That all department committee chairs and committee members continue
serving in their current positions until they
resign or are either reassigned or reappointed
at the first Department Executive Committee
meeting after the 2021 Department Convention; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That all District Commanders continue serving in their current positions
until such time as their duly qualified successors are installed by the Department Executive Committee; and be it further
RESOLVED, That all other elected or appointed District officers, and all District

‘‘§9081. The United States Space Force
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a United States Space Force as
an armed force within the Department of
the Air Force….
(c) SPACE FORCE AS AN ARMED
FORCE.—Section 101(a)(4) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘Space Force,’’ after ‘‘Marine
Corps,’’.
Thus, as amended, Section 101(a)(4) of
title 10, United States Code reads:
(4) The term “armed forces” means the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps,
Space Force, and Coast Guard.
Therefore, as title 10 of the United States
Code now includes Space Force as an
“Armed Force” and our federally chartered membership criteria uses the same
wording [“has served in the Armed Forces….any time after December 7, 1941”]
there are no necessary acts required to extend membership to all who have served
or continue to serve in the United States
Space Force.

committee members continue serving in their
current positions until such time as their duly
qualified successors are installed; and be it
further
RESOLVED, That the National Executive
Committeeman and Alternate National Executive Committeeman shall continue serving in
their current positions until the adjournment
of the 2022 National Convention; and, be it
further
RESOLVED, That Appleton, Wisconsin,
and the Red Lion Hotel Paper Valley be given preferential consideration by The American Legion, Department of Wisconsin in the
awarding of a bid for an upcoming department convention; and be it finally
RESOLVED, That due to numerous health
and safety reasons and needs of our members, the American Legion National Executive Committee and The American Legion,
Department of Wisconsin, Department
Executive Committee strongly urge that
the Detachment of Wisconsin, Sons of The
American Legion, the Department of Wisconsin, American Legion Auxiliary and all
American Legion, Department of Wisconsin
Districts and Posts follow a similar course
of action, to-wit: (1) cancel their 2020 conventions, conferences, and elections; and
(2) maintain the status quo of their officers
until next year, or if a vacancy occurs to fill
the vacancy by a vote of the executive board
by phone, electronic means or at the first
in-person meeting.
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Bugle

1 Germantown
Richard Mueller
V
4 Athens
Arlon Balz
K
David Tessmer
G/L
6 Stevens Point
Daryl Barge
II
Clarence Bruski
K
Will Lehner
II
David Lubinski
K
Albin Sowka
II
Thomas Wanta
K
8 Waukesha
Donald Wildes
V
9 Wisconsin Rapids
Norman Pearson
K
10 Wausau
James Garske
V
11 Green Bay
Robert Blackbird
Robert Blaschke
K
Victor Halloran
II
Leo Kebort
II
Gene Knuth
K
Elmer Nienow
II
13 Richland Center
Ralph Shireman
V
19 Hartford
Emil Mueller
V
35 Evansville
Leo Sendelbach
K
36 West Bend
Robert Auxier
V
Gilbert Krueger
V
Richard Larson
K
Thomas Thelen
K
39 Marinette
Gerald Archambault II
Joseph Eastman
V
Jeffery Marsh
V
John Rogers
K
41 Kaukauna
Edwin Johnson
K
42 Platteville
Wesly Kopp
K
44 Wabeno
Leroy Bath
V
Willard Ehlinger
K
Marvin Heisler
V
Robert Wagner
K
48 Beloit
Allan Bartz
V
51 West Salem
Curtis Baltz
V
David Johnson
V
Dennis Kline
V
John Schmaltz
V
Harlan Small
II
53 Eau Claire
Max Bergen
II
Donald Huntington V
Donald Polhamus K
Gail Zillmer
K
54 Marshfield
Lawrence Pankratz II
Armin Walsh
II
55 Hortonville
James Pelegrin
K

4/11/20
3/26/20
4/2/20
2/7/20
10/19/19
1/5/20
1/8/20
9/25/19
12/5/19
3/19/20
4/25/20
3/14/20
K
10/23/19
3/29/20
4/4/20
4/27/20
4/15/20
2/4/20
3/29/20
3/12/20
3/29/20
9/23/19
4/1/20
11/22/19
12/22/19
3/14/20
1/8/20
3/29/18
4/2/20
3/26/20
3/14/20
3/28/20
4/14/20
3/19/20
2/5/20
2/28/20
2/20/20
4/9/20
3/17/20
4/23/20
1/28/19
4/23/20
5/3/20
3/4/20
2/28/20
3/16/20

3/20/20
4/6/20
4/30/20
4/15/20
4/13/20
4/22/20
5/7/20
4/8/20
4/21/20
4/11/20
4/14/20
4/25/20
4/3/20
4/28/20
3/26/20
5/12/20
4/23/20
2/29/20
2/9/20
4/4/20
3/6/20
3/19/20
4/27/20
4/23/20
4/4/20
5/6/20
2/3/20
3/3/20
1/19/20
4/20/20
4/13/20
3/14/20
4/11/20
4/5/20
4/7/20
5/1/20
4/25/20
3/3/20
3/3/20
4/4/20
11/3/18
6/29/18
1/24/20
12/25/19
4/4/20
3/30/20
3/11/20
4/5/20
1/28/20
12/22/19
4/17/20
4/9/20
3/20/20

Wilfred Zoerb
K
166 Ft Atkinson
George Ankomeus K
170 Mineral Point
Donald Leary
K
171 Union Grove
Neal Schoepke
V
173 Whitewater
Eric Zipp
II
179 Chetek
Richard Deilke
II
Rodney Madison
K
189 Watertown
Richard Cerney
K
Walter Chapman
K
Frank Lindemann II
197 Brodhead
Frederick Badertscher V
198 Marion
John Knitt
K
200 Black River Falls
David Wilhelm
V
201 Tomah
Carl Swanson
K
208 Rio
Philip Tarpley
II
212 Barron
Steven Dunder
V
219 Milwaukee
James Wallace
V
223 Hillsboro
John Pesik
V
242 La Valle
Glenn Drum
V
Charles Moritz
II
243 Plymouth
Gerald Hoerres
K
245 Cross Plains
Larry Hanson
K
Henry Tilley
K
250 Adams
Michael Edwards
V
Dale Jakel
K
253 Spring Green
Donald Kraemer
K
Louis Tichenor
K
258 Little Chute
James Peerenboom K
Gerald Vande Burgt K
George Vanderloop K
262 Luxemburg
Patrick Michiels
V
Gerald Simonar
K
264 Gilmanton
Dwight Winberg
V
270 Theresa
John Bintzler
V
Frank Kuczkowski V
Fred Zingsheim
V
272 Butternut
Darrell Schultz
K
280 Coleman
Donald Michaelson K
294 Hartland
Harold Hoffman
II
Edward McLoone K
296 Brookfield
Richard Hofstetter K
301 Woodville
Herbert Solberg
II
306 Green Lake
Stuart Terhorst
V
317 Wautoma
William Downie
II
Kenneth Going
K
318 Lake Tomahawk
Robert Balas
K
329 Briggsville
William Bailey
V
Gary Catlin
V
333 Sun Prairie
David Cimino
V
Robert Sherman
V

1/9/19
3/14/20
3/4/20
4/3/20
5/6/20
2/15/14
3/1/20
3/8/20
3/24/20
3/26/20
4/25/19
4/7/20
4/11/20
3/18/20
4/3/20
4/30/20
3/31/20
2/16/20
2/17/20
1/25/20
11/28/19
12/10/19
7/14/19
4/16/20
4/10/20
4/18/20
4/14/20
4/26/20
4/30/20
3/21/20
9/27/19
4/13/20
4/2/20
4/24/20
2/16/20
4/22/20

337 Pulaski
Michael Blohowiak V
John Gwidt
K
338 Cedar Grove
Stanley DeBlaey
II
339 Almond
Todd Phelps
PG
Jerry Schildgen
V
348 De Forest
Wilbert Heck
K
350 Reedsburg
Arthur Nachtigal
II
360 Waunakee
John Berkich
K
Duane Braun
K
Robert Crahen
K
Roger Lee
K
364 Winneconne
Calvin Hawksworth K
368 Hixton
David Thompson
V
375 Mukwonago
Donald Schmidt
K
376 Fall Creek
Aubrey Olson
K
394 Loretta
Joseph Vuich
K
416 Greendale
Daniel Jakubowski V
Patricia Lutomski V
John Schlindwein K
Marvin Seeger
V
Richard Talatzko
K
417 French Island
Robert Cupp
K
431 Three Lakes
Kenneth Buckingham K
434 Oak Creek
Donald Arkens
V
John Langteau
V
435 Superior
Walter Bee
II
John Gehrke
V
William Henry
V
Dale O'Brien
K
William Tinsley
V
442 Wisconsin Rapids
Clarence McDannel V
449 Brookfield
Gordon Hackbarth II
James Stewart
V
454 Mt Calvary
Lawrence Kraus
K
Ronald Thuermer
V
457 Mequon-Thiensville
Gene Hollenberger K
Werner Scheerenberger K
459 Eleva
Victor Birtzer
V

3/29/20
4/22/20
3/31/20
4/1/20
4/27/20
3/25/20
3/30/20
3/2/20
5/6/20
4/6/20
4/28/20
3/28/20
4/9/20
10/25/18
4/23/20
3/3/20
3/17/20
3/24/20
3/30/20
4/9/20
3/20/20
4/25/20
4/10/20
3/8/20
2/14/20
3/12/20
3/5/20
7/20/19
4/13/20
1/3/19
3/31/20
3/24/20
1/21/20
4/18/20
4/22/20
2/7/20
2/5/20
6/20/19

Timothy Bue
Alton Hageness
Melvin Larson
Victor Wenaas
460 Belleville
Michael Statz
470 Saukville
Gerald Hubbard
Harvey Klotz
Hilton Schmidt
Patrick Thelen
477 St Nazianz
Roman Backhaus
Herman Sukowaty
479 Milwaukee
Timothy Butler
George Matthews
482 Bagley
Eugene Cooley
485 Rudolph
Russell Kohlman
492 Rothschild
Stanley Chack
Donald Jagler
501 Madison
Donald Brinkmeier
Marvin Felton
506 Iron River
Gerald Hillila
508 Wilton
Duane Evans
518 Green Bay
Emerson Marcks
Michael Mayer
519 Stetsonville
Daryl Wendt
521 Fox Lake
Bernie Jahns
525 Phlox
Leonard Artz
Dale Schmidt
James Shannon
526 Hazel Green
Paul Wiegman
532 Fifield
Frank Boyer
537 Milwaukee
Dennis Johnson
538 Carlton
Roger Olewinski
2930 Portage
Melvin Riley

KEY

The Last

Eugene Theobald
V
58 Hurley
Willis Bertolino
II
72 Sturgeon Bay
Francis Ehlers
II
73 Neillsville
Cyrus Gloff
K
77 Chippewa Falls
David Raihle
K
Clarence Rineck
K
79 Burlington
Robert Kluesendorf V
80 New Richmond
Gary Dukerschin
G/L
Donald Holmberg K
82 Port Washington
James Poull
K
89 Minocqua
Albert Behn
K
Eugene Copenhaver K
91 Oconomowoc
Alvin Gunderson
II
Dale Hight
II
93 Tomahawk
Robert LaNou
II
95 Delavan
Theodore Bender
K
Harry Larsen
II
98 Cumberland
Richard Hillman
V
109 Lancaster
James Shaw
K
Paul Valentine
K
113 Mount Horeb
John Fleck
PG
James Stoenner
V
114 Eagle River
Joseph Tomlanovich V
118 Thorp
Floyd Hanley
K
David Johnson
V
124 New Holstein
Charles Hagenow V
126 Brillion
Thyrone Lau
V
Jerry Nies
II
Dale Nies
V
Roger Raschke
V
David Stecker
II
127 Hilbert
Gordon Hauser
II
134 Boscobel
Kenneth Leiheit
V
Paul Pittsley
II
144 Albany
Wilbur McCreedy II
146 Beaver Dam
Floyd Ferries
K
150 Wausaukee
Dale Goldschmidt V
Hilbert Radtke
V
151 Madison
Raymond Carroll
II
Raymond Carroll
II
Joseph Heiss
K
152 Menasha
Lyle Rhode
V
Donald Stoegbauer K
154 Mondovi
Arthur Lea
V
159 Cadott
William Crogg
K
160 Brooklyn-Oregon
Willis Reindahl
II
161 King
Robert Bock
V
Gilbert Guolee
V
Donald Schwoch
K
162 Alma Center
Sidney Erickson
K
165 Two Rivers
Walter Fink
V
Gilbert Kinderknecht II
Maynard Prust
K
Alan Rezba
V

V
K
V
II

12/8/19
3/17/20
5/15/19
4/3/20

V

4/1/20

II
II
II
V

3/5/20
2/27/20
1/21/20
12/1/19

K
K

5/5/20
4/9/20

V
V

3/14/20
4/21/20

II

3/30/20

G/L

5/5/20

II
II

3/16/20
3/11/20

K
K

3/29/20
4/30/20

V

4/1/20

K

4/5/20

II
V

3/2/20
10/26/19

K

3/11/20

V

4/2/20

K
V
V

11/10/19
4/20/20
3/24/20

K

4/2/20

K

4/21/20

K

3/4/20

V

4/25/20

V- Vietnam
I- World War I
II- World War II
G/L- Grenada/ Lebanon
P- Panama
PG- Persian Gulf
K- Korea

4/25/20
4/28/20

WHAT

THIS

4/14/20
4/9/20

IF . . .

WERE

4/6/20
4/30/20
3/20/20
3/19/20
3/24/20
4/21/20
2/14/20
4/4/20
6/28/19
4/24/20

YOU?
Learn How the Legionnaire Emergency Assistance Plus®
(EA+®) Helps You Handle Travel Emergencies.
Legionnaire EA+ steps in to help you with more than
20 emergency and medical services … to help you focus on
your recovery and NOT on the costs (or even details like
lining up second opinions or flying loved ones home).*
Plus, acting right away also helps lock in
your Legionnaire members-only price.
Secure your EA+ protection right away,
you’re guaranteed the same low price for a FULL year.
For more information log on to www.TheLIT.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus
or call toll-free 1-888-293-4008 today to speak with a representative.
From Your

*This is only an outline of the plans services. Please review your Member Guide carefully. American Legion
EA+ is not insurance.
Department
© 2018 Worldwide Rescue & Security 43262

JUNE 2020
American Legion Auxiliary
P.O. Box 140
Portage, WI 53901
alawi@amlegionauxwi.org
www.amlegionauxwi.org

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Much
has
changed since I
last shared with
you. Our calendars have been
JOANIE DICKERSON cleared of all
American
LeDepartment
President
gion
Family
events and it appears it may be
this way for the foreseeable future.
In times like these, our strength
comes from our connections with
others. Our giving spirit provides
us the drive to continue the helping hand so vital to those in need.
Some of you are able to go out
into your communities and assist
with food distribution and other
essential community support activities. Others are able to provide
hand sewn masks and gowns for
frontline workers. Many are tak-

ing this time of restricted movement to call members and check
on them. Some are running errands for shut-ins with health
challenges that prevent them from
venturing out. All of these activities are important. What else can
you do?
Our veterans’ homes and hospitals have restricted visitors since
early March. Tomah VA Medical
Center requested letters and cards
for their residents. Consider a unit
letter writing campaign. Put all of
your finished letters into a single
envelope and address it to “Voluntary Service” at the facility. Each
letter may be placed in a separate
envelope but please don’t seal the
envelopes. Every letter must be
read before it can be given to a
veteran. Sadly, there are people in

the world that would write unkind
things and this must be avoided.
The staff will read each letter to
ensure it is appropriate before it
can be distributed.
Place small flags in the windows
of your home and encourage your
community to promote a “Community Flag Hunt.” Offer a prize
for the most flags counted while
out walking in the community.
Place signs in your yard thanking frontline workers for demonstrating the true American spirit.
Purchase small flags and patriotic
comic books from Emblem Sales
and create “Americanism Kits”
for distribution. Place them in
front of your post home or other
public building where they can
be picked up by families in your
community. Display your poppy

MEMBERSHIP
Linda Coppock
Dept. Chairman
Email: beatrice2554@gmail.com
Ph: 920-982-5811
Help me Captain, I think this ship
is sinking! Well, maybe not sinking, but that sinking feeling is what
I get when I think of our units that
want to disband and cancel their
charters. Ugh…
This is the time of year our District Presidents and Membership
Chairmen need to reach out to
those units that just cannot recover from a loss of membership. I
have spoken to some of you and I
know how hard you are working to
revitalize some of the units that really need help. But at some point,
we need to ask “when is enough”
or “how much is too much?” I do
not want you all to get burned out
stressing over the frustrations of
trying to help your units, that is part

of what we volunteered for, but we
can’t let it get the best of us. We
have instructions and guidelines to
help everyone through the disbanding process listed in the Redbook.
This is your friend, use it.
The first week of April was National President Nicole’s Week of
Caring and Sharing. During that
time, she asked us all to make
Buddy Calls, what I refer to as
“Sailor Shout Outs” in Wisconsin!
I made several calls during that
week, but my attempt was nothing
compared to 4th District President
Diana Richard’s efforts of calling
every member in her District!!!
Great. Job. Done. Diana! Members
really appreciated the call. One
member said this was her first call
ever from the ALA in her 39 years
as a member!
We are still holding strong in
Central Division Membership at

91.21%. As of May 12th, we had
89 units at or over 100% and two
counties at 100%. Congratulations
Calumet and Price Counties! Several were very close, being at 95%
or more. What a great way to Sail
into the Future!
Due to the COVID-19 situation,
we’ve made many changes and
cancellations to deal with, but
don’t jump ship yet, keep afloat!
Stay focused on the course ahead
and remember, we are still working
on our 2020 memberships. Don’t
forget: Marvelous Mariners two units that were 100% or over
by June 3, 2020 were picked at
random to win $100. Winners will
be announced in the next issue of
this newspaper. It is not too late to
obtain 100%, stay on course.
Stay safe, stay healthy, and continue to be Anchored in Service,
Setting a Course for the Future!

FROM THE FAMILY OF LAVON SCHURMAN

Thank you for the cards and memorials we
received. The personal messages and remembrances touched our hearts and pay tribute to
the generous and caring person our mother was.
Thanks,
Joanie Dickerson
posters in local business windows.
Ask local newspapers to publish
your winning Americanism essays. Set up a poppy distribution
site where people can pick up a
poppy and leave a donation while
maintaining social distancing. Be
creative!
I pray that soon we will be able
to once again gather and reconnect
with our American Legion Family

in person. Until then, we can still
make a difference in the lives of
our veterans, military, their families and our communities. It may
require that we think outside the
norm and do something completely different than what we’ve always done. Use the time to make
necessary course adjustments to
continue making way for our second century of Service, not self.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE:
HOMELESS WOMEN VETERANS GRANT
ALA Wisconsin received a
grant application from a woman
veteran (‘GI Jane’) requesting
assistance in paying her rent. After having carpel tunnel surgery,
GI Jane developed an infection
that required additional surgery,
and was on unpaid medical leave
from work for several months.
GI Jane anticipated a full recovery from the surgeries and
returning to work soon, at which

time she would resume financial stability, but she needed
immediate assistance to prevent
eviction. The Homeless Women
Veterans Grant Committee reviewed her application and upon
the recommendation of her VA
case worker, approved a grant to
pay the rent.
The following is a note received from GI Jane, addressed
to All Auxiliary Members:

Thank you all for helping me with my rent. I cried tears

of relief when Jessica [VA case worker] told me you were
adopting me so to speak. Recovery is going well.

Blessings to all of you for your love and support!
With love & kindness,
GI Jane

SETTING A COURSE FOR THE FUTURE
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Becky Mueller
Department Chaplain
Email: clarenceandbecky@aol.com
Ph: 920-833-6048

“But those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles, they will run and not
grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint.” Isaiah 40:31
DEPLOYED! Cut off from the familiar; cut off from family and friends; told
where to go, when to go, and what to do;
your life is not your own; surrounded
by an often unseen enemy; living with
the possibility of injury, disease or even
death.
Sound familiar? This is what we are
getting a small taste of during this
health crisis. Living a life style we never dreamed of or signed up for. Many of
us are living in isolation far from family
and friends – uncertain when we will be
able to participate in life as we knew it
just a few weeks ago. Dealing with the
uncertainty and fear of what might happen – unable to make things better or to
be there physically for others. We seem
to have lost control of our own destiny.
What has become reality for many is despair, depression, financial difficulties,
job loss, social isolation, darkness and
fear. We have been bombarded by the
news media with ominous forecasts of
illness and death. We are unable to shop,
eat out, attend school or church, go to
meetings, hold family get-togethers, attend sporting events and so many other
activities like we used to. We long for
what was once considered normal.
Unfortunately, the current situation is
the ‘normal’ for many. That is why the
American Legion Family is so important. Our veterans and military have ‘been
there – done that’ and can share their experience with others. They have a window of understanding and can offer hope
and encouragement. All of us have proclaimed as we recite our preambles that
we have a faith in God. A faith that offers
insight in the future – we can say with
the Psalmists that our God is a fortress, a
shield, a rock, a hiding place in our time
of trouble. We know with certainty that
God is our Lord and Savior. God is the
Good Shepherd caring for his lambs. He
hears our prayers, answers and protects
us in our time of trouble.
God promises to lift us up and help us
to soar like eagles. My prayer for each of
us is that you feel the presence of God in
your life and that you become the answer
to someone else’s prayer and need.
God Bless each of you.
On Eagle’s Wings by Michael Joncas,
1979
“And God will raise you up on eagle’s
wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun, and hold
you in the palm of His hand.”

GREETINGS FROM HEADQUARTERS
Bonnie Dorniak
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Ph: 608-745-0124
Email: deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
Website: www.amlegionauxwi.org
To say The American Legion Auxiliary has experienced some unprecedented
challenges during our centennial year
would be an understatement. The coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) not only impacted our personal lives but has changed
the way we do business. The state headquarters office was officially closed on
March 25, 2020 as a result of Governor
Evers’ Safer at Home Emergency Order.
Employees conducted work from home
for a few weeks, but when the Safer at
Home Order was extended, it became necessary to layoff two headquarters employees, resulting in the discontinuation of all
non-essential business activities. While
we apologize for any inconvenience this
may have caused, we thank everyone for
their support and patience as we adjust to
a “new normal.”
The pandemic forced the cancellation
of many events including: ALA Bowling
Tournament, District Spring Conferences,
President Joanie Dickerson’s Testimonial,
ALA Badger Girls State and Boys State
sessions, ALA Girls Nation and Boys Nation, 2020 Department Convention, 2020
National Convention, Wisconsin American

Legion Law Enforcement Career Academy, American Legion Baseball, Camp
American Legion and the closure of the
VA hospitals and veterans homes to volunteers. Because of the cancellation of
the 2020 department convention, and in
accordance with state and national governing documents, the Department Executive
Committee approved the retention of the
department officers, program chairmen and
committee members in their current positions until the 2021 department convention.
Poppy distributions during National Poppy Day on May 22nd were complicated
by the need to practice social distancing.
However, many units accepted this as an
opportunity to try new ways to work the
mission of the American Legion Auxiliary
and raise much-needed funds for our veterans, the military and their families. Some
units mailed poppies to their supporters asking for a financial donation in return. One
unit worked with their local grocery store
to make poppies available at the checkout
registers. Other units indicated they were
going to try a virtual, or drive-through, distribution. Many units postponed their distributions and will do poppy drives during
other patriotic holidays or summer events.
Hopefully, throughout the various activities
during the Memorial Day holiday, everyone
paused to honor the sacrifice made by so
many veterans who fought for our freedom.

ALA in the Know Conferences are still
scheduled for this fall. If we need to reduce the number of people able to attend
for the safety and health of our participants, we will do so. Therefore, members
are encouraged to sign up early because
registrations will be accepted on a firstcome, first-serve basis until we reach capacity. Please see page A6 for dates and
locations.
The American Legion is also moving
forward with plans for the second annual
Celebration of Freedom event in Portage
from September 10-12, 2020. This is a
state-wide Legion Family event and will
feature the traveling 9/11 Never Forget
Exhibit. Auxiliary units are encouraged to
enter the Legion Family Chili Cook Off
on Friday, September 11th. There will be
trophies for the 1st place team from each
branch of the Legion Family (TAL, ALA,
SAL and Riders). Voting will be done with
dollar bills, and each winner will receive
half of the voting money they earned. You
can compete at the unit, county, or district level. On Saturday, activities include
kickball and corn hole tournaments, an
obstacle course, blood drive and live entertainment by The Hounds from 3-6 pm
and Madison County from 7-11 pm. Visit
the Legion’s website for more information
(www.wilegion.org).
Please continue to stay safe and healthy.

AMERICANISM
Maggie Geiger
Department Chairman
Ph: 262-377-0329
Email: geigermaggie2@gmail.com
Who am I? I have 13 alternating stripes of
red and white. There is a field of blue that
originally had 13 stars but now 50 white
stars are proudly displayed. Some say my
colors represent the following: red = valor
and strength, white = innocence and purity,
blue = perseverance and justice.
With the Flag Resolution of 1777, I was
adopted as the flag of the United States. In
1895, a schoolteacher by the name of B.J.
Cigrand, who some consider the “Father of
Flag Day,” held the first annual recognition
of me at Stoney Hill School in Waubeka, a
small town in Wisconsin.
President Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation that June 14th is a day of special
recognition for me. I am proud to share my
birthday with the US Army. Citizens celebrate Flag Day with parades, picnics, and
school children write essays about me.
Cities and towns across this great land
proudly display me during National Flag
Week, a week designated by our sitting US
president.
I represent America’s freedoms – freedom
of speech, religion, and assembly. I fly over
schools, government buildings, businesses
and homes. Many pledge allegiance to me
and my country, at schools, meetings and
athletic events throughout this land.
A symbol of your birthright as an American, your freedoms were bought by the
blood and sacrifices of our American heroes.

The principles for which I stand are: one
nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
The Flag Code describes correct use
and display of me for all occasions and
events. I really like it when I am honored and respected. Some people think
that because I symbolize our freedom,
they can desecrate me, outside a flag retirement ceremony. I need everyone to
write to their state and federal representatives, asking them to support the Flag
Amendment to protect what I stand for.
Do you know who I am? I am the flag
of the United States of America. Some
call me “Old Glory.” I am the Red,
White and Blue. I proudly wave over
the “Land of the free and the home of
the brave.”
Many of the Flag Day celebrations
across the State of Wisconsin have been
cancelled because of the COVID-19
pandemic. Don’t let that stop you from
celebrating or displaying our flag on
your home or business. Take pictures
of the unique way others honor the flag,
share them with your family and friends,
and post them on your unit’s website.
The Americanism Program promotes
patriotism and responsible citizenship.
Please join us to keep the American Flag
as a symbol of our nation’s law, The
Constitution of the United States and the
Bill of Rights, for this generation and
generations to come.
We are 100 Years – Anchored in Service, Setting a Course for the Future!

Americanism Essay Winners 2020
“How can we address the health and well-being
of our veterans, military, and their families?”
Class I – Grades 3 & 4
1. Gabe Czahor
2. Breanna Douglas
3. Connor Rimmert
4. Emily Mancuso
5. Lincoln Gresbach

Pembine #461
Siren #132
Cambria #401
Menomonee Falls #382
Shiocton #512

Class II – Grades 5 & 6
1. Lilly Pullen
2. Wyatt Hess
3. Tyler Kotecki
4. Seth Huempfner
5. Ava Hoeper

Plum City #365
Shiocton #512
Thorp #118
Fond du Lac #75
Bagley #482

Class III – Grades 7 & 8
1. Margaret Hahnke
2. Avhlyn Vandermoss
3. Weston Huempfner
4. Samantha Andrea
5. Bailey Walejko

Shiocton #512
Abrams #523
Fond du Lac #75
Siren #132
Wautoma #317

Class IV – Grades 9 & 10
1. Ava Huempfner
2. Olive Stein
3. Kallee Rose LeCloux
4. Lauren Schultz
5. Henry Bell
Class V – Grades 11 & 12
1. Alexis Faul
2. Bridgette Becker
3. Alina Price
4. Hannah White
5. Disqualified
Class VI
1. Parker Kouba-Leutik
2. Ryan Benson
3. Brayden Hooyman

Fond du Lac #75
New London #263
Thorp #118
Plum City #365
Jackson #486
Fond du Lac #75
Jackson #486
Augusta #291
Plum City #365
Twin Lakes #544
Thorp #118
Shiocton #512

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEWOMAN
Laura Calteux
NEC
Ph: 414-379-2943
Email: lauracalteux@yahoo.com
The spring NEC meeting was held in February at National Headquarters. We had numerous items to take care of during the meeting and got started right away. We accepted
the consent agenda, which is where we vote
on a bunch of items at once, instead of going through each one separately. Any one of
the items can be removed from the consent
agenda and voted on separately if needed,
but none were removed.
We heard from Doris Hammeke, ALA Foundation Board Chairman. The Foundation has
approved 121 grants since its inception and
the Mission Endowment Fund has reached
$1.6 million, thanks to your donations.

Finance reported that the national organization is ahead of budget and received a clean
audit report once again. We went over all the
financials, had our questions answered, and
then investment advisors, Valeo, talked to us
about their strategy regarding the organization’s investments on the national level.
President Nicole Clapp told us about the
public service announcements that she has
been recording for National Poppy Day,
PUFL, monthly donors, Girls Nation Senators and Girls State Citizens. Look for those
and see if you can use them in your area. She
then spoke about her special project and what
she has been doing for the first half of her
term. She sure has traveled a lot! Cornelius
has been her constant companion. Look for
him on the Facebook page.
We met the new National Executive Direc-

tor, Kelly Circle, who gave us a little background on herself and the approach she will
be taking for the organization. I had the pleasure of working with her at Girls Nations and
I know that she will do a great job for our
organization.
The 100th Anniversary report was next,
and it was great to see how we are getting
the word out about our organization. There
were so many ways our fellow members
have been celebrating. I can’t wait until we
get to hold our own celebration at our 2021
Department Convention.
The National Chairmen reported on what
happened during the first half of the year.
These reports are on the national website
(www.ALAforVeterans.org) and I recommend you take a look as they are some good
reading. The Standing Rules Committee had
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a few motions to help clean up the National Standing Rules and clarify the position of
Executive Director. The position of National
Secretary has now been split to be National
Secretary (a volunteer position) and Executive Director (a paid position). The two positions have different duties, governance and
management. Management will be the Executive Director’s responsibility and the governance of the organization will be the responsibility of the National Secretary. There will
no doubt be more changes to the Standing
Rules with regards to the National Secretary
and how she will be appointed, most likely at
our August NEC meeting.
We really got a lot of business done in the one
day that we met, and we still were able to celebrate the American Legion Auxiliary’s 100th
Anniversary with cupcakes and noise makers.

AUXILIARY EMERGENCY FUND
Rose Heinz
Department Chairman
Thank you, American Legion Auxiliary
members, for your continued support of the
Auxiliary Emergency Fund. It certainly has
been an interesting few months of uncertainty in dealing with the current pandemic as we
have been “Safer At Home.” Those units who
were able to donate funds at least through the
early part of 2020 – thank you, thank you!
Unfortunately, a few fundraisers had to be
cancelled.
We received reports from over 40 units who

had donated to the program. Fundraisers included: donating coins or dollars based on
their height, weight, or their shoe size. Units
also held bake sales and bake less bake sales.
They held basket raffles, sold pull tabs, hosted
spaghetti dinners and pancake breakfasts. One
unit gave over $1,000 to the family of one of
their unit members who had a kidney transplant for the family’s everyday household
needs.
National indicated that they reviewed the
guidelines and if they would have made
grants available to all who were affected by

Beth Puddy
Department Chairman
Ph: 920-948-7930
Email: jbpuddy1987@gmail.com
Thank you to all the units who submitted
their year-end reports during our Centennial
year. Your commitment to your communities
is outstanding with well over 100,000 hours
and over $100,000 donated!
There are 100’s of ways units are involved in
their communities. Here are just a few: helping flood victims, taking care of cemeteries,
participating in community walks/runs, dis-

(third Monday of January)
tributing meals, helping neighbors with snow If your unit is looking for something new to
removal and lawn work, tutoring/reading at do, look at one of the other suggested ALA • National Volunteer Week (third week
in April)
schools, assisting patients recently released Community Service days of service:
As we open our windows this spring to let
from the hospital in their homes, helping the • 9-11 National Day of Service and
Remembrance Day (Sept. 11th)
the fresh air in, I have no doubt Auxiliary
community theatre, making fleece blankets
members will be opening their hearts once
for shelters/domestic abuse centers, hosting • Make a Difference Day (fourth
Saturday of October)
again to help their communities wherever,
card parties to provide companionship/social
whenever, and however they can.
interaction, conducting winter coat drive, • Veterans Day (Nov. 11th)
Thank you for your community service!
distributing blue star banners to high school • Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service
seniors entering the military, and planting
flowers to honor Veterans. Not surprisingly,
many of our units report participating in Veterans Day events.
It is with a heavy heart that Department Headquarters shares the passing of Past
Department Presidents LaVon Schurman and Andrea Page.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

program of members helping members with
temporary emergency assistance.
Did you happen to donate to the Auxiliary
Emergency Fund on Giving Tuesday on May
4th? If not, don’t hesitate to make a donation
at any time – you don’t have to wait till the
next “Giving Tuesday” happens! Be generous – the Auxiliary members need our help.
Check out the Auxiliary Emergency Fund
Facebook page to see some of the testimonials
from people your donations have helped. Your
donation to AEF will ensure that we carry on
our legacy of Service Not Self.

In Memoriam

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES
Laura Calteux
Department Chairman
Ph: 414-379-2943
Email: lauracalteux@yahoo.com
During this “Stay at Home” quarantine
time in our lives, it doesn’t mean that we
stop working our programs. And our Junior program is one that can be worked
anytime and anywhere. From working on
the patch program, to making cards and
tray favors for our veterans, our Juniors
can stay busy. Cards can be sent to the
veterans’ homes or medical facility closest
to their homes. Our veterans aren’t able
to have visitors and I know you can understand how lonely that can be. A cheery
card would brighten their day.
May was Poppy month and that is always a
great subject to use on your cards and great

COVID-19, the fund would be depleted; therefore, each application was/will be processed
using the same applications online and following the same procedures and guidelines when
being considered by the grant committee.
Fortunately, Wisconsin has received no requests for grants this past administrative year
and our donations totaled $6,910. Although
we did not receive any individual donations,
a huge thank you goes out to District 6 and
District 9 for their donations and five units that
donated $500 each. Kudos to you all, I hope
you will continue donating to this wonderful

for tray favors. If you have access to the poppy flowers, you can also use them to distribute through your neighborhood. A little note
about the poppy and name of your Auxiliary
unit is all you need.
Our Junior Spring Conference has been
cancelled for June and we are working
on a date for our Fall Conference. Since
we are not having our Spring Conference,
our honorary officers will be continuing in
their positions until the Spring Conference
in 2021.
We will continue to take donations for
“Our Military Kids”, Leah’s special project.
What a great way for our units to support the
children of our deployed military personnel.
Let’s all help Leah reach her goal of donating $3,000 to this very worthy cause. That’s
our Juniors looking out for their peers.

PDP LaVon Schurman (1986-1987) went
to her eternal home
on April 1, 2020. LaVon joined the American Legion Auxiliary
through the service
of her father (World
War 1), her husband
(World War II), and
brother (Korea). She
was also proud of two
stepsons who served
in Vietnam, son James (USAF), and her
daughter Department President Joanie Dickerson (USN, Retired). LaVon was a charter
member of Thorpe-Taylor Unit 551 in Beetown, later transferring her membership to
Liscum Brothers Unit 482 in Bagley, where
she was actively involved until the time of
her passing.

Past Department President Andrea
Page (2004-2005)
passed away on
April 25, 2020.
Andrea joined the
American Legion
Auxiliary through
the service of her
husband, Gerald
Van Oss and her
father, Andrew
Pa g e . Sh e wa s
involved at all levels of the ALA, a past counselor at ALA
Badger Girls State, and a Paid Up For Life
member of Unit 51 in West Salem. Andrea loved deeply and without judgment,
laughed because it was easier than crying,
and forced others to join in the fun.

Memorial Services are being planned.
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YEAR END DISTRICT REPORTS

1st District Report
Sam Catura
Another interesting year indeed!
I am writing this report during the
“safer at home” order issued because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
I am so very thankful for the wonderful, giving members of First District. At the 2019 Spring
Conference we rolled out a District President’s
project, asking units to contribute towards it. This
was called “Feed the Needs” for the Union Grove
VA Center. A list of suggested items to donate was
made available. Everyone was most generous.
Carloads of contributions PLUS monetary gifts
were received. Units were asked to bring their
items to the Fall Conference and four tables were
filled, not including several deliveries already
made to the Union Grove VA. THANK YOU!
Piggy banks were distributed at this meeting,
as well as at the Fall Conference. Units were
asked to bring monies collected to the 2020
Spring Conference. I have seen many of these
little piggy banks overflowing at meetings and
events within the District. Since our First District Spring Conference was cancelled, we do
not have a total as of this writing. This had to
be handled differently due to COVID-19. We learn
to adapt!
Nineteen units submitted reports for Children
and Youth. We need to see more of this in the
future if we are to keep this wonderful organization growing in strength and numbers. Keep these
young people involved.
Speaking of adapting to “safer at home” orders,
we addressed voting matters – such as the election
of new officers, passing a proposed budget and
the adoption of the District Constitution, Bylaws,
and Standing Rules – via email and regular mail.
Thank you to unit delegates for a successful election. Congratulations new officers!
Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, 11 units, one
county, a Past President’s Parley, and several individuals donated funds, enabling the First District
to purchase a new district flag, U.S. flag, poles and
carrying case. What a wonderful response from
members! Thank you to the Flag Project Committee for the time and effort, calls and emails,
research, and follow through. Thank you to everyone who contributed.
I am so proud of the First District members! It
was an honor to serve as your President.

2nd District Report
Amy Luft
Even though we encountered
some turbulent waters this year,
the Mighty 2nd District sailed on
and stayed the course. Membership
started out strong with meeting
the deadline of no “goose-eggs” set by department. We then anchored into 1st place and held
steady in the months ahead. Fifteen units joined
the 100% Club which included Portage, Wisconsin Dells, Rio, Juneau, Theresa, Lake Mills, Jefferson, Fort Atkinson, Waterloo, Johnson Creek,
Port Washington, Grafton, Hartford, Kewaskum,
and Hubertus. We continue to grow as a district
with over 2,671 members. Recruitment is one of
the strengths of 2nd District, with the report of 49
new members added. There were several members
who stepped up to learn the ropes as a leader within
our district. New unit presidents and new county
presidents came on board and did a fantastic job.
Others who continued in their positions mentored
and encouraged their teammates creating a culture
of goodwill.
We ran a tight ship in 2nd District making sure
that communication was timely and informative. A
district newsletter was supplied monthly to mem-

bers which highlighted different ALA programs as
well as department information. Tuesday Tidbits, a
weekly email brief, provided up-to-date information keeping members informed on the latest news.
The launch of the new 2nd District Facebook page
was a welcome addition in helping our members
stay in touch and informed.
Reporting was shipshape at 100%. All 46 units
completed Unit Year-End Impact Reports. Many
units celebrated the Centennial Anniversary with
their Legion Family and community. Over 30,000
hours were reported on community service events.
To be on the right track, members took the initiative to advance their knowledge by attending
county meetings, leadership classes and ALA In
the Know sessions.
This will be a year to go down in history, in more
ways than one. We’ve learned to trim our sails and
adapt to new ways due to the global pandemic. It
was all hands-on deck when it came to checking on
members. Sailor Shout-Out calls became a priority
as a way for everyone to stay connected. Units also
learned the importance of keeping their guidelines
(Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules) updated in order to operate efficiently, especially during
challenging times.
The members of 2nd District are truly leaders
within our organization. Their work and dedication go above and beyond the call of duty when
it comes to service to others, not self. Congratulations 2nd District on a job well done!

3rd District Report
Jenni Syftestad
As we close this unforgettable
year, there are many memorable
events to add to your histories. It’s
years like this one that the history of
your unit will be so very important. It has been a
busy year for setting the course for our veterans,
military and their families. So many units are struggling, and I tried so hard to get to them. If it wasn’t
for the winter weather – then COVID-19 came
along and put an anchor down and I couldn’t get
my course going again until it was time to organize
the District Spring Conference.
Ten of my forty-nine units achieved 100% in
membership with many just one or two away
from one hundred percent.
The unit impact reports showed great numbers
in helping our veterans. My local Quilt of Valor
group is very busy making quilts for veterans.
We have made 63 quilts this year and awarded
36 veterans with quilts. A uniIt makes Christmas
stockings and passes them out at the William
S. Middleton VA in Madison, along with many
goodies in the stockings. Our VA Hospital Representative Rosie kept us informed of her needs
and we always help her out. She in turn sends a
handwritten note for the donations.
I would like to thank the Third District for allowing me to lead you these past two years and I
look forward to relaxing for a while and helping
out where I am needed.
In closing, The Fighting Third will continue
Setting the Course for the Future! We’ll work
together for the next 100 years!
4th District Report
Diana Richard
As 4th District President, this has
been an honor and I look forward to
the next year because I know things
are going to get better. My younger
sister Bonnie asked me to make some calls and to
check on our members to see if they were doing ok
or needed anything. So, I made 511 phone calls to
everyone in 4th District to tell them to stay safe,
take care, and to call if they needed anything. This

truly touched my heart.
4th District has been remarkably busy with new
members, fundraisers, helping military families, veterans at Zablocki VA Hospital, and the community.
Fundraisers: A young girl was hit by a car in front
of her high school and is now in a wheelchair. A lot
of money was raised to help with her care. There
were chili dumps, spaghetti dinners and raffles.
Military families and veterans: Two members
crocheted mittens for all the children for Breakfast
with Santa. They have done this for the past six
years. Five food baskets went to veterans’ families
in time for Christmas.
Veterans at Zablocki: Members crocheted
quilts, made plastic canvas Thank You’s for every
veteran on the Stars and Stripes Honor Flights,
and this too has been ongoing for years. There
were dinners and a picnic for the veterans. At
both events, Thanksgiving and the picnic, gift
bags full of things they needed along with some
homemade goodies went home with them.
Volunteering: Some members made tray favors
for the veterans and some went out to distribute poppies. Members work hard every June at
Badger Girls.
Community: I am so proud of the members of
4th District for making masks for hospitals, friends
and family. For giving food for the needy and for
checking on their neighbors, going to the store to
buy food, and to the drug store to get their medicine.
These are the accomplishments of the members of
4th District. I thank you all for the hard work and
devotion to all our veterans.

5th District Report
Linda Bartell
I want to say I hope all of you are
staying safe during this trying time
in the world.
That being said, most of the last
half of the Auxiliary year has been derailed. Unit
meetings, Spring Conference and even State Convention were cancelled. District business that has
to be shared is being done by mail or phone.
Milwaukee Unit #1 has continued to make
monthly tray favors, afghans, and lap robes for the
Zablocki VA, but since mid-March, we have not
been able to drop them off for our Veterans. Boy,
will they be happy when we can.
North Shore Unit #331, our smallest unit, has
done an excellent job in adding a couple new
members. Kudos. They were hoping to distribute
poppies at the end of May, but know they can distribute any time of the year.
Charles King Unit #406 had been meeting regularly and was able to conduct two annual Bingo
sessions at Zablocki. District President Linda attended, and they were fun events. Donations to
Boudicca House had been made for women veterans getting ready to transition to their own housing.
Women’s Unit #448 do not meet as an Auxiliary
as their members live all over the place. If there is
anything Auxiliary related that needs to be passed
on, it is done at their Legion meeting.
Cornice D. Grace Unit #455 has unfortunately
not been able to meet since last Fall. The Unit President was unable to continue her duties. They had
just gotten four new members when this happened
but were able to attend a unit meeting. Just as the
virus shutdown began, there was a revitalization
scheduled but had to be cancelled. After the Safer
At Home Order expires, we will try this again and
are extremely hopeful they will get back on track.
Jack F. Kennedy Unit #479, the newest unit, has
been able to add to their membership. Kudos also.
There was a need for tote bags for the Dayton
House facility and we were challenged at the
2019 Fall Conference to donate 100 bags to cel-

ebrate our 100 years as an Auxiliary. Several units
were able to donate before shutdown but still can
at any time.
ALA Milwaukee County held a decorate Christmas trees event for the Dayton House and VA facilities in November. Again, several units attended,
and a luncheon was included with a 100-year celebration also. It was a blast, but many went home
with “ouchy” fingers due to the hot glue used. LOL
Fifth District is prepared to come out of the gate
running once we can safely leave our homes for our
veterans.
6th District Report
Patti Westpfahl
Since I accepted the position of
President for the 6th District, I have
met many outstanding, friendly,
and helpful American Legion Family members. It has been wonderful to see how
each unit and member work to help and support
our veterans in our local communities as well as
throughout the country.
My experience at our state and national conventions is something I will always remember,
marching in the parade in Indianapolis, watching
President Nicole give her acceptance speech and
of course listening to Mrs. Pence accept her award.
Listening to Vice President Pence address The
American Legion was something I never expected
but was glad I had the chance to do.
Units of the 6th District have been working hard
on retaining and finding new members. Great job
ladies! Keep up the good work!
The Units work hard all year long for our veterans and here are a few of the things they have
accomplished.
Unit # 124 New Holstein donated Christmas
stollen to five nursing homes and assisted living
facilities on Christmas Eve and decorated Christmas trees which were distributed. Books were purchased for the local library in memory of several
deceased members. One member made 25 Foley
bag covers and 155 note pads for Zablocki Veterans Hospital.
Unit # 282 Markesan held a Veterans Day dinner
and program with thank you cards for the veterans.
They made donations to VA hospitals and meals
for King Day.
Unit # 125 Chilton did the “I Spy” program with
printed door hangers. Members canvased Chilton and attached a poppy door hanger on homes
displaying the flag. During Education Week, they
donated items for the teachers’ lounges as a “thank
you.” They sponsored the film “Sgt Stubbe” at the
Chilton Public Library, with not a dry eye in the
crowd when it was over.
Unit # 75 Fond du Lac held a fundraiser dinner
in April where all proceeds went to the Old Glory
Honor Flight. At their Veterans Day Chili Dinner
all veterans ate for free and monies raised from a
basket and paddle raffle were donated to the Post
Funeral Honor Guard for uniforms and the USO
for troop care packages.
Unit # 234 Omro holds a Support Our Troops
Care Package Drive every September in honor of
Patriot Day for items to pack to service members
with local ties. Packages are shipped three times
each year. Birthday cards are sent to those service
members year-round.
This was the first year we included our Juniors at
our Senior Fall Fun Day, and they participated in a
short meeting early in the day. Chairman Char presented the Juniors Patch Program to encourage the
Juniors to participate and informed senior members of what is needed. Then everyone went on to
decorate small Christmas trees which each Unit
could take some home to give to veterans in their
area hospitals, nursing homes or assisted living lo-
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cations. They also tied fleece blankets which were
taken to King and signed Christmas cards which
had been donated.
This has been an exciting year and I look forward
to the next one and what it will bring for all of us
as we continue to support our veterans. Thank you
to everyone in the 6th District for your support and
confidence in me. It has been an honor and pleasure to be your current District President!
“A Community of Volunteers Serving Veterans,
Military and their families.”
7th District Report
Becca Gleason
I began as District President in
2016. I know why I joined and
became committed to Unit 52. I
joined because of my father. He is
an Air Force Korean Veteran. He was volunteering
his time and services to the Legion Hall. He was
on many occasions, in the kitchen, serving with
the Honor Guard, and other duties. We in a sense
helped each other as time took his wife and my
mother. We had a commitment together. Now, his
memory and body are giving into age. I find myself needing to be more committed to him. But I
know I have my commitments as a member also.
The American Legion Auxiliary units, in some
communities, are filled or overfilled with committed beings; this is awesome! I commend them on
being a greatness within their communities. These
are the Auxiliary communities WE all want to be
part of. These are the Auxiliary units all Auxiliary
units want to imitate. How does this happen as we
all belong to a different unit? Well, it’s the commitment we all share in a similar fashion. Right?
It is the commitment we made ourselves to learn,
teach, and grow together; to work together for the
aims and purpose of the American Legion Auxiliary; to follow the goals of national, department,
district and our own units.
This commitment for some has dwindled and
the membership numbers in posts and units across
America are proof. We need to change these numbers in order to help the future of this organization
and we need to do this together. Everyone has their
story of why they joined. Why did you commit to
the American Legion Auxiliary? Going back to
some of the basics, we can grow stronger within
a community when we work together, make decisions together at a workshop or a conference. We
learn more when we are together and focus on our
commitment. Yes, there are rules to follow and
there should be rules. Without the rules there isn’t
a principle to hold us together to move forward
and overcome the obstacles we encounter being a
member of this organization, the American Legion
Auxiliary.
I have kept everyone informed of the news and
expectations from the national, department, and
district levels of the American Legion Auxiliary.
This is not an easy commitment to do but I do it
because I made the commitment and I will follow
through with my commitment. I challenge all units
in the 7th District to make your presence known,
show up at the 7th District Spring Conference,
the Fall Work Shop, and Department Convention.
These are opportunities of three occasions where
you learn the basics, the obstacles, the mission,
meet new people, support one another, and build a
great understanding of the American Legion Auxiliary. I do believe that these occasions of meetings,
too, should be commitment for each unit to attend.
Your commitment by the way of membership
dues are very important. As the Auxiliary needs
your membership and your dues to keep providing
monies to varied programs needing support. We
will excel and grow by our membership and I am

proud the 7th District is in fifth place! WAY TO
GO DISTRICT SEVEN!
Sadly, our biggest gem of membership passed
this April 25th. Andrea Page, you are deeply
missed. God bless you, Andrea.
8th District Report
Amanda Szalewski
The first year in my term as 8th
District President sure has been a
unique one! First of all, I would like
to thank all of my units and members that have been so supportive of me this year.
All of our members truly make the 8th District so
amazing. I was lucky to have been able to visit a
few of the units over the past year and I am hoping
to visit all of the rest over the next year.
Throughout the year, the units of 8th District
were hard at work. From celebrations for our
Centennial to brat fry fundraisers to poppy distributions, our members were hard at work serving
the mission of our organization. I was proud to see
that our district was consistently in the top five for
membership. It’s thanks to the hard work of the individual units and our district membership chair,
that we had that accomplishment.
At our Fall Conference, we spent time reflecting on our Department President’s theme and on
our organization’s 100th anniversary. I asked the
members to discuss what “service, not self” meant
to them and how they demonstrate that motto. In
small groups, the members shared their ideas and
how they serve. The responses from each group
were collected and shared with the entire district in
a newsletter. At the same conference, I quizzed the
members on the history of the American Legion
Auxiliary and our 100 years of service. I think everyone learned a little something new!
Unfortunately, our spring conference that was
supposed to be held at King Veterans Home had to
be canceled this year. Due to the current situation,
it was safer to not hold our conference. I was really
looking forward to seeing all of the members and
hearing about everything they accomplished this
year. I know the ladies at King were looking forward to hosting.
While this year was certainly a fun year, it was
also a great learning experience. I’m looking forward to what my second year as District President
will bring and to seeing all of the 8th District members at our fall conference!
9th District Report
Deanna Farley
I have very much enjoyed my
term as the 9th District President.
Last year at the 2019 Department
Convention, each District President and her escort were introduced to the delegation. My escort was my brother Alan Gilbertson,
a six-year Navy Veteran and a new member of
The American Legion. It was a proud day for me!
At the 2019 National Convention, it was another
proud day as they announced Athelstane/Silver
Cliff Unit 66 had two national winners in the poppy poster contest!!
The 9th District holds sixth place in department
membership. Coleman Unit 280 and Black Creek
Unit 332 are our ‘Hot Shot Helmsmans,’ with over
111%!! Goodman Unit 325, Abrams Unit 523,
Suring Unit 283, Athelstane/Silver Cliff Unit 66,
Kaukauna Unit 41, Carlton Unit 538, Shiocton
Unit 512 and Kimberly Unit 60 are all 100% Plus!!
Congratulations and thank you to all our 9th District membership teams!
I was impressed with our 9th District unit impact reports! I got a glimpse of what each unit is

accomplishing for our organization, our community and most importantly, our veterans and their
families!! There are shining stars among us!! Our
units donated food, delivered meals for the less
fortunate, donated books and school supplies to
our schools, and collected truckloads of needed
items for the homeless. We donated $133,700 to
our veterans and our communities, volunteered
for 71,300 hours, distributed 29,000 poppies and
helped 48,000 veterans and their families! We
drove 81,000 miles to get all of this done!!
I send out a monthly newsletter with the help
of my District Committee Chairmen. Throughout the year different chairmen send in a report
for the newsletter. We want all our members to be
informed about our programs and any new things
happening. We also have a page on Facebook,
“American Legion Auxiliary Ninth District of Wisconsin.” You will be greeted with a picture of the
9th District Committee! Thank you, Abrams Unit
523 Member Ann Lotter.
Our 2020 Spring Conference as well as many
others had to be cancelled as the Safer-At-Home
Order went into effect. As a result, we conducted a first-time ever 9th District virtual business
meeting to proceed with the election of district
officers. Other district business will be done at a
later date. It is unfortunate that some 9th District
activities have been cancelled as the COVID-19
crisis has become the front runner. We are all going down untraveled paths everyday but together
we will get through this!
The next generation is upon us and we will be
good mentors just as those before us! Thank you!!
10th District Report
Aimee Korger
Wow, 100 years…this was a year
to celebrate and reflect the history
of our GREAT organization, The
American Legion Auxiliary.
During this CENTENNIAL year the Mighty
10th District worked hard to participate in as many
of the great programs that we could. One unit
stepped up and thought “inside” the box while they
were hosting the 10th District Fall Conference. Instead of charging a registration fee, they asked all
attendees to “Bring 10 for Education.” This was
a huge success and they were able to provide an
abundance of school supplies to their local schools.
The 10th District focused on serving our veterans’ needs and their families’ needs. There were
many units large and small that supported local
troops heading out for deployment. We also had
units dedicated to assisting their families with
their needs while they were away. Many volunteer
hours were spent playing a card game, helping
with happy hour or Bingo, serving a meal, and
lastly just being there to listen to a story at either of
the two amazing veterans’ facilities in Chippewa
Falls, The Wisconsin Veterans Home and Klein
Hall. Every year the Department Commander and
the Department President are given a tour of these
facilities. This year the Department Commander was so taken by Klein Hall and what the 10th
District was doing to support them that he made a
large donation at the American Legion Midwinter
Conference. This donation helped secure the purchase of a van for Klein Hall to be used for the
transportation of the veterans to and from various
appointments. Thank you, Commander Wisher,
for your generosity and support.
The fall was busy for the 10th District as many
counties and units conducted their business meetings before the holidays and mid-year reports.
Sadly, like the rest of Wisconsin, as the 10th District started planning for their Spring Conference,
the COVID-19 pandemic struck, and the Gover-

nor set restrictions on gatherings thus causing the
cancelation of EVERYTHING. I am PROUD
to report that the MIGHTY 10th District has not
been phased and is pushing through with virtual
or tele-meetings to conduct business and holding
modified poppy drives. One last brag, the 10th
District has led the department in membership by
holding onto second place for most of the year. Go
10th District!
I have said it before and will say it again over and
over…I am truly HONORED to be your District
President and I look forward to ALL the GREAT
things our District will accomplish this next year.
For God and Country, PLEASE be safe and stay
PROUD!!!
11th District Report
Barbara Bell
District 11 had a great start to the
100th Anniversary of the American
Legion Auxiliary. The 2019 state
convention was attended by several
district members and the national convention held
in Indianapolis also had several members in attendance. The Fall conference was attended by about
50 post and unit members. The District had a silent
raffle and the host unit had its own raffle. Units
took part in Memorial Day events in their areas,
4th of July events and Veterans Day events in their
hometowns. Christmas parties were held at most
units, gifts given to veterans and active military
personnel and their families.
District 11 has 23 units, of which four annual
reports were sent in. I know every unit is very involved in the Auxiliary programs, so the four units
that did provide numbers could be multiplied by
those units who didn’t report to give District 11 a
big impact to the people they served.
With the COVID-19 pandemic came a slowdown in Auxiliary activities outside of the home.
Programs were worked while using social distancing, etc. Phones calls were made to shut-ins, thousands of cloth masks have been and still are being
made for distribution in the 11th District, food and
health products are being given to those in need,
quilts are being made, and cards are being sent out
to military/nursing homes and veterans’ homes.
District 11’s spring conference was cancelled,
voting for district officers will be by phone/email.
The 2020 state convention in July and the national
convention in August have been cancelled.
The 100th Anniversary of the American Legion
Auxiliary will be one to remember, for the anniversary and the COVID-19 pandemic.
12th District Report
Betty Stone
Here in the 12th District, we are
small in number but big in service.
We have a very small population
but a large land mass to cover. Still
we do what we can for our veterans and communities. In membership, 9% of our total membership are Juniors, who work alongside our senior
members and learn what the American Legion
Family stands for and does for veterans.
Our units are working diligently sewing, cooking, cleaning and raising money for our veterans
and communities. They continue to educate and
have parties for our youth. We are a visible and
vital part of our communities.
The COVID-19 pandemic has put a halt to all
our district plans to celebrate our 100th Birthday. We plan to have birthday parties, fashion
shows and more when we are able to meet together again.
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MISSION IN ACTION: RIVER FALLS UNIT 121
SUPPORTS LOCAL FOOD PANTRY

2020 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

DEPARTMENT SCHOLARSHIPS
H. S. & ANGELINE LEWIS – GRADUATE STUDENT – (1) $1,000 AWARD
Madison Linn Knabe, Milwaukee .........West Allis Unit #120 ~ District 4
H. S. & ANGELINE LEWIS – (5) $1,000 AWARDS
Kayla Cain, Waupaca ...............................King Unit #161 ~ District 8
Makayla Parkin, Dodgeville .....................Dodgeville Unit #97 ~ District 3
Mary Rocha, Reedsburg ...........................Reedsburg Unit #350 ~ District 7
Noah Tiber, Reedsburg .............................Kendall Unit #309 ~ District 7
Hannah Wendorf, Cottage Grove .............Waunakee Unit #360 ~ District 3

MERIT & MEMORIAL – (7) $1,000 AWARDS
Adalin Macauley Scholarship
Rebecca Buckles, Coon Valley .................Coon Valley Unit #116 ~ District 7
Eleanor Smith Scholarship
Connor Clemetson, Waukesha ..................Brookfield Unit #449 ~ District 1
Pearl Behrend Scholarship
James Cullen, Kewaunee ..........................Kewaunee Unit #29 ~ District 9
Barbara Kranig Scholarship
Gracie Hamann, Mt. Hope ........................Mt. Hope Unit #229 ~ District 3
Jan Pulvermacher-Ryan Scholarship
Lyndsey Luebke, Little Suamico...............Abrams Unit #523 ~ District 9
Diane Duscheck Scholarship
Hunter Pedretti, De Soto ...........................La Crosse Unit #52 ~ District 7
Harriet Hass Scholarship
Lauren Bonetti, Green Bay .......................Green Bay Unit #11 – District 9
Merit Scholarship ....................................No Applicant
DEPARTMENT PRESIDENTS – (3) $1,000 AWARDS
Karlie McNabb, Sun Prairie ......................Sun Prairie Unit #333 ~ District 3
Kaitlyn Webster, Gilman ...........................Gilman Unit #359 ~ District 11
Grace Wegner, Butternut ...........................Butternut Unit #272 ~ District 11
DELLA VAN DEUREN MEMORIAL – (2) $1,000 AWARDS
Olivia Rottman, Viroqua ...........................Muscoda Unit #85 ~ District 3
Natalie Rullman, Sun Prairie.....................Sun Prairie Unit #333 – District 3
PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY – (3) $1,000 AWARDS
Nursing: Gabriella Czech, Kewaunee ......Kewaunee Unit #29 ~ District 9
Olivia Meyers, Cashton.............................Ontario Unit #467 ~ District 7
Health Career:
Courtney Clemetson, Waukesha ...............Brookfield Unit #449 ~ District 1
Child Welfare – (1) $1,000 award ..........No Applicant
ALABGS SCHOLARSHIPS
Badger Girls State Scholarship – (4) $500 awards
Ashley Amacher, Withee ...........................Lublin Unit #547 ~ District 11
Olivia Flanagan, Prairie du Sac.................Headquarters Unit #2930
Bethany Kreklow, Tigerton .......................Tigerton Unit #239 ~ District 8
Alayna Westenberg, Oconto ......................Oconto Unit #74 ~ District 9
Eileen Knox Memorial Scholarship – (1) $500 award
Sarah Blumer, Monticello .........................Monroe Unit #84 ~ District 3

Harry & Shirley Kuehl Foundation Scholarship – (1) $500 award
Olivia Luster, Janesville ............................Janesville Unit #205 ~ District 1

WISCONSIN’S NOMINEES FOR NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Children of Warriors National President’s Scholarship – Wisconsin’s Nominee
Austyn Krueger, Menasha .........................Kimberly Unit #60 ~ District 9
Non-Traditional Student Scholarship – Wisconsin’s Nominee
Regina Tepp, Stevens Point.......................Stevens Point Unit #6 ~ District 8

Spirit of Youth For Junior Members Scholarship – Wisconsin’s Nominee
Madeline Harford, Cottage Grove.............Cottage Grove Unit #248 ~ District 3
Junior Loyalty Scholarship – Wisconsin’s Nominee
Jenna Klos, Grafton...................................Grafton Unit #355 ~ District 2

SAVE THE DATE: ALA IN THE KNOW
09/26/2020
10/03/2020
10/03/2020
10/10/2020
10/10/2020
10/17/2020

American Legion Post #59, Stoughton
American Legion Post #449, Brookﬁeld
American Legion Post #87, Rice Lake
American Legion Post #38, Appleton
American Legion Post #121, River Falls
American Legion Post #73, Neillsville

The registration form is available on the department website (www.amlegionauxwi.org).

During the COVID-19 pandemic and Safer
At Home Emergency Order issued by
Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers, members
of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 121 in
River Falls, Wisconsin held an electronic
unit meeting and approved a donation of
$1,000 to the local food pantry. President
Margaret Larson is pictured handing the
check to Ron Bjork while practicing safe
social distancing!

MISSION IN ACTION: CEDARBURG UNIT 288
12-year-old Junior member Maddilyn
Lawrie of ALA Unit 288 worked hard to earn
community service hours by making masks
for essential home healthcare workers.
Maddilyn’s older sister (member Roze
Doughtery) is a worker in a home healthcare
facility. Maddilyn is making 40 masks for
Roze and the other employees.
Diane Zywicke, also a member of ALA Unit
288 in Cedarburg, received a request from
her daughter, Navy Commander Emily
Zywicke, head of Pharmacy at Walter Reed
Military Medical Center. Commander Zywicke
needed 180 masks for her department and
wanted to know if the Auxiliary could help.
Another unit member suggested posting
the request on social media. Joan Cain, a
teacher at My Material Matters Quilt Shop,
shared it on Facebook in the morning. That
same afternoon, Dianne picked up close to
300 masks and shipped them to her daughter
for Walter Reed! Wow! Many thanks to Unit
288, JOAN CAIN and the quilters at MY
MATERIAL MATTERS QUILT SHOP!

MARCH 2020 WINNERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
500.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00

Mary MacDonald
Gordon
Marcella Dwyer
Waupun
Lane Whiting
Oconto
Pearl Johnson
Ellsworth
Melissa Anderson
Wittenberg
Peggy Kneiﬂ
West Salem
Bonnie Kasten
Wausau
Mary Jaeger
Cedarburg
Karen Baumann
Madison
Marilyn Anderson
Wisc. Dells
Geraldine Meistad
Friendship
Kathy Franklin
Sun Prairie
Mary Jane Knisch
Milwaukee
Jim Bartelt
Marshﬁeld
Cindy Glander
Fredonia
Don & Doris Ebert
La Crosse
Donna Willfahrt Sheboygan Falls
Pearl Shumway
Edgerton
Renee Hohol
Woodbury MN
Duke Tucker
Grantsburg
Patricia Sickler
Rothschild
Lois Ehley
Hartford
Joan Dibb
Muskego
Jane Endres
Sparta
Marilyn Langer
Ellsworth
Carol Abel
Beaver Dam
Sandra Gobler
Eau Claire
Ellen Shaub
Woodruff
Betty Conlon
Pewaukee
Carol Schilz
Pewaukee
Martha Stratton
Menomonie

APRIL 2020 WINNERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
500.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00

Connie Murphy
Lone Rock
Barbara Blodgett
Danbury
Megan Carlson
Roberts
Judith Borgan-Weiss
Alma
John Schumacher
Malone
Marie Bartels
Pardeeville
Debra Hauptli
Waterloo
Carol Paynter
Mineral Point
Mary Priebe
Eau Claire
Wendy Springer
Waterloo
Jean Moats
Spooner
Shawna Henseler
Brillion
Alana Gross
West Salem
Kristine Yancey
Hubertus
Kelly Kuester
Chaseburg
JoAnn Dewart
Delavan
Edith Biesenthal
Markesan
Sharon Pearson
Frederic
Lorraine Gee
Eau Claire
Eileen Stevens
Stoughton
Karen Keeser
Johnson Creek
Jodee Wisdom
West Bend
Darlene Booth
Boyceville
Kathleen Halida
Withee
Barbara Braden
Lake Geneva
Mary Ann Myers
Barneveld
Michael Krass
Milwaukee
Greg Rose
Clintonville
Patricia Ringle
Rothschild
Frank Niemczyk, Jr
Kechi KS

