
National Emergency Fund Information 

 
In reference to the question during the Department Adjutant's Teleconference on March 25, 

2020, because of the current situation with the COVID-19 Pandemic we are facing, the 90 day 

National Emergency Fund (NEF) submission requirement is temporary waived.  We will 

readdress the situation in early June, 2020.  

  

Remember, NEF parameters are mandated by resolution so NEF cannot be utilized for the 

COVID-19 Pandemic.  To reiterate, the purpose of the National Emergency Fund was never to 

subsidize bar or restaurant operations.  The NEF does not provide for losses of revenue of the bar 

and restaurant because of local governmental decisions on closures do to COVID-19.  The 

National Emergency Fund is for individuals and posts impacted by declared (state or federal) 

natural disasters such as floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, wildfires, etc.   

  

As has always been the policy, if there is a declared natural disaster as described above, the posts 

applying for grant funds would need to document how their programs are impacted, not business 

supplements to the post.  The best way to do that is to provide their last Consolidated Post Report 

as well as testimonials from local officials and American Legion district and/or department 

leadership. 

  

The National Emergency Fund’s foundation for posts was built on the basic fundamental mission 

of----- service to veterans, their families and communities.  Bar and restaurant operations are not 

basic missions of the post.  Although we know those operations have become a basic staple for 

the post for revenue (overhead costs) and socializing, bar and restaurant operations do not fall 

under the parameters of the resolution-mandated National Emergency Fund.  It takes good 

business decisions to maintain brick and mortar operations.  Now is the time to be more 

innovative and creative in order to maintain the basic mission of the Four Pillars at the local 

level.   As the Department Adjutant from California said, " It is time to learn how to squeeze the 

lemon in a different way". 

  

We encourage departments, districts and posts to go to the following link to see how many posts 

across the country and overseas have fulfilled their mission during this crisis: 

  

https://www.legion.org/membership/248635/covid-19-not-stopping-legion-posts-checking-

helping-out 

 

Stay safe and don't take risks. I heard yesterday the number of departments using the Buddy 

Check just to check on their members and see what they need. This is the basic intent of the 

program. It was not designed as a membership tool. It is just a tool to instill a good leadership 

principle-- checking on the troops and their families. Membership will come by engaging and 

showing we are concerned. 

 

Thanks for everything you do. As an organization we will come out of this stronger. We are here 

to help when needed. 

 

Jack Querfeld 

Director, Internal Affairs 

 

"Veterans Strengthening America" 
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